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Famine monument unveiled in Calgary 


By Marco Levytsky 
With files from Borys Sydoruk 

Canada’s third — and Alberta’s 
second — monument to the victims 
of the 1932-1933 Famine-Genocide 
in Ukraine was unveiled in Calgary, 
April 25. 

Over 350 people attended the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Calgary Branch-organized unveiling 
of the monument, located along 
Memorial Drive, between the north 
and south bound Edmonton Trail 
bridges. 

The locations is a green area be- 
tween the two bridges, the trees of 
which symbolize Canada’s dead sol- 
diers in World War I. It has a lot of 
foot traffic. 

In 1933 a Genocidal Famine 
raged through Soviet Ukraine. This 
resulted in the death of between 7 
to 11 million people. 

This genocide was instigated by 
Soviet leader Joseph Stalin whose 
main goal was to break the spirit of 
the Ukrainian farmer/peasant and to 
force them into collectivization. 

The famine was also used as an 
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effective tool to break the renais- 
sance of Ukrainian culture. 

“Still after 65 years, I find it dif- 
ficult to look at pictures of the fam- 
ine. I see myself in those photos, a 
starving boy, and remember people 
dying everywhere. This horrible act 
of Genocide must be remembered 
by the world,” says Famine survi- 
vor John Chernezky. 

“As a famine survivor, I can only 
hope that the Canadian Government 
will be inclusive of all Genocides 
this century and support a Genocide 
Museum in Ottawa. This is my only 
wish.” 

Chemezky was one of two fam- 
ine survivors interviewed by the 
Calgary Herald for an article which 
appeared the day before the unveil- 
ing. In it he remembered how he and 
his brother pinched wheat from a 
railway station and put it in their 
shorts. A soldier who spotted them 
simply looked the other way, unlike 
most soldiers. 

“If you had a grain or anoything, 
they took it away,” said Chernezky, 
adding soldiers would monitor 
chimneys to ensure there was no 
smoke, a sign of cooking activity. 
He credits his father, supervisor of 
tractors in a farming collective, for 
standing up to Stalin’s henchmen 
and convincing them to give him 
some of the fruits of his labour. “The 
world should know about dictator- 
ships,” said Chernezky, a retired 
Canadian Pacific Railway car in- 
spector. 

Another survivor who was inter- 
viewed is Lida Popoff. 

"І was nine years old,” said 76- 
year-old Popoff, a retired nurse who 
came to Canada in 1951. “TI just re- 
member it like today. People were 
on the street dying. Everyone was 
so sick. You couldn’t even breathe.” 

She tearfully recalled one horrific 
scene at a well in her village where 
another was lying dead and her baby, 
still in her arms, was sucking for 
breath. Popoff, the youngest of four 
children, survived with the support 
of her siblings and single mother. 
"Ра chew the grass,” said Popoff. 

Nine famine survivors were 
present at the ceremony — four 
from Calgary and five from 
Lethbridge. 

Canada’s — and the world’s — 
first monument to the famine was 
unveiled in Edmonton in 1983 — 
on the 50th anniversary of the tragic 
event. The second was unveiled in 
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PHOTO — NATHAN BERKO 
Father Anton Tarasenko blesses the monument to victims of the 1932-1933 Famine-Genocide in Ukraine. 


Підведення підсумків роботи проєкту 
«Приятелі дітей» весною 1999 року 


(Посольстві Канади в Україні) - 14-го квітня 
у Посольстві Канади в Україні відбувся прийом 
на честь підведення підсумків роботи весною 
1999 року Канадського Фонду «Дітям Чорнобиля» 
та Всеукраїнського благодійного фонду «Това- 
риство - Приятелі дітей». 

У березні-квітні 1999 року відбулася чергова 
акція, котра охопила 137 сирітських установ. 
Добровольцями з Канади, Сполучених Штатів 
Америки та України була надана гуманітарна 
допомога, а саме - дитяче харчування, меди- 
каменти, іграшки та інші речі, вкрай необхідні 
для розвитку дітей, загальною вартістю 500,000 
канадських долярів. 

«Праця, котру виконують канадське та україн- 
ське відділення фонду «Приятелі дітей», є чудовим 
прикладом духу співробітництва між Канадою 
та Україною» - сказав посол Канади в Україні 
пан Дерек Фрейзер. «Разом ці організації створю- 
ють величезний позитивний вплив на якість життя 
дітей-сиріт в Україні за допомогою збору та 
спільного розподілу гуманітарної допомоги вартіс- 
тю мільйона долярів, організації літніх таборів 
відпочинку та підготовки молоді до навчання у 
вищих навчальних закладах. Нам приємно мати 
можливість вшанувати сьогодні цю благородну 
працю». 

Ефективна діяльність фонду можлива тільки 


при допомозі різноманітних урядових, комерційних, 
релігійних та громадських організацій, внесків 
приватних осіб. Проєкти товариства «Приятелі 
дітей» реалізуються завдяки підтримці канадського 
уряду, фундації «Допомога Україні», українських 
церков та жіночих організацій Канади. Фонд 
тісно співпрацює з громадськими організаціями 
України, серед яких - Міжнародний жіночий 
клюб, Міжнародний фонд «Відродження». Значну 
допомогу надають українські та іноземні банки, 
компанія «Кока-Кола» та ЄП «УМЗ». 

За думкою директорів сирітських установ, які 
були відвідані канадськими та українськими 
добровольцями, «Приятелі дітей» є єдиною 
канадсько-українською організацію, яка надає 
подібну допомогу. Товариство працює в Україні 
з 1993 року. За цей період українські сирітські 
установи отримали гуманітарну допомогу вартістю 
понад 7 млн. канадських долярів. 

Продовжується робота над проєктом «Літній 
табір - 99» за темою «Козаки ХХІ століття», 
котрий вже четвертий рік охоплює 350 дітей- 
сиріт з 30 інтернатів різних регіонів України. 
Крім того, реалізується новий проєкт товариства 
по підготовції 12 дітей-сиріт до вступу на нав- 
чання до національного університету «Києво- 
Могилянська академія» у вересні цього року. 
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В РЕСТОРАНАХ: 


борщ 
млинці 
голубці 
м'ясо 
вареники 
налисники  - 
салати . 
напої 
а також зустрічі 
З НОВИМИ 1 
старими друзями 
483 Bloor St. УУ. 
(416) 922-5875 
2199 Bloor St. W. 
(416) 769-5020 


1535 Yonge St. 
(416) 944-1253 


95 Front St. E. 
(416) 366-7259 


M-C Dairy (416) 231-0304; 106 North Queen St. 
Кефір, йогурт, cup, гуслянка 
Ресторан відкритий від 7 год. рано до 1:30 рано 


В ПЕКАРНІ: 


хліб 
торти 
калачі 
сирники 
маківники 
медівники 
і багато інших 
пекарських 
виробів 
за старими 
українськими 
переписами 


utuye 


BAKERY 


New Factory Outlet: 
106 North Queen St. 


(416) 231-1498 


Humbertown Plaza 
270 The Kingsway 


(416) 237-1907 
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Обидва РУХи борються 
за виживання 


Віктор Бикодір 

(КБУВ)--Розкол у політичній партії РУХ 
перейшов у нову стадію, що завершиться, 
очевидно, лише на фініші президентських виборів. 

Готуючись до розгляду позову нового голови 
РУХу Юрія Костенка (оскаржується рішення 
про реєстрацію змін до партійного статуту, вне- 
сених на нелегітимному з'їзді прихильників В. 
Чорновола), Київський обласний суд призупинив 
рішення Міністерства юстиції. Тепер у «чорно- 
волівського» крила на чолі з Геннадієм Удовенком 
вибито з-під ніг грунт для виправдання своїх 
дій щодо індивідуальної перереєстрації членів 
РУХУ та утворення власних партійних структур. 

Засоби інформації нав'язують думку, що тепер 
обидва РУХи є нелегітимними і жоден з них не 
зможе взяти участь у виборчій кампанії, яка 
стартує вже 5 травня. 


Віктор Бикодір 

(КБУВ) Процес партійних розколів охопив 
ще дві партії, що подолали прохідний бар'єр 
на минулорічних виборах до українського 
парляменту. Спершу не змогли залагодити 
протиріччя «зелені», і низка обласних органі- 
зацій провела у Львові установчий з'їзд Зеленої 
партії України (на противагу Партії зелених). 
А в останні дні квітня остаточно намітився 
розкол у «партії влади» - Народно-демокра- 
тичній. 

На засіданні політради НДП 75 із 108 
присутніх рекомендували наступному партійному 
з'їзду підтримати на президентських виборах 


Партійні розколи тривають 


РУХ Ю. Костенка проводить з'їзд 15 травня, 
а РУХ Г. Удовенка - наступного дня. Очевидно, 
на рішення своїх з'їздів вони не покладатимуться, 
а підстраховуватимуться висуванням кандидатів, 
на зборах виборців (не менше 500 осіб). Потім 
- збір за два місяці не менше одного мільйона 
підписів на підтримку висунутих кандидатур. 
Результати підписної кампанії мають засвідчити, 
на чий бік схиляється переважна кількість 
рухівців. Не секрет, що рухівськими кандидатами 
будуть лідери - Ю. Костенко та Г. Удовенко. 

А поки що кожна із сторін намагається «пе- 
реграти» суперника у впливі на низові структури, 
використовуючи всі агітаційні можливості. 
Наприклад, наприкінці квітня львівські рухівці, 
які визнають Г. Удовенка, прийняли в члени 
партії сина В. Чорновола Тараса. 


кандидатуру Леоніда Кучми. Голова НДП А. 
Матвієнко, його заступник В. Філенко та ще 
кілька відомих політиків (О. Ємець, Т. Стець- 
ків) залишилися в меншості. Бони заявили, 
що, можливо, вийдуть з НДП, якщо з'їзд 
визначиться на користь діючого Президента. 

Идеться до того, що керівництво в НДП 
перейде до прем'єра В. Пустовойтенка та 
колишнього глави президентської адміністрації 
Є. Кушнарьова. Але навряд чи вдасться їм 
утримати при собі активістів низових партійних 
структур, більшість з яких працюють в органах 
влади. 


Звернення присвячене 13 річниці 
Чорнобильської катастрофи 


(Прес центр-«Південь») Управління з питань 
надзвичайних ситуацій та цівільного захисту 
населення облдержадміністрації, обласна Рада 
«Союзу Чорнобиль України» звернулися до 
керівників підприємств, установ та організацій 
усіх форм власності, комерційних банків та 
позабанківських фінансових установ, благодійних 
та релігійних організацій до усіх партій та рухів. 

Звернення присвячене 13 річниці від дня 
Чорнобильської катастрофи. Як мовиться у 
поширеному зверненні: «За 13 років людські 
наслідки чорнобильської катастрофи значно 
загострилися. Смертність серед учасників 


ліквідації наслідків аварії на ЧАЕС зросла у 9 
разів, захворюваність важкими хронічними 
хворобами у 14 разів, порівняно з 1990 роком. 
Тривалість життя ліквідаторів складає 70% від 
середньої тривалості життя. Стало фактом 
прискорене старіння, багато дітей, які 
постраждали від аварії на ЧАЕС, уже у 
шкільному віці несуть тягар хвороб 60-річних 
пенсіонерів. 

Скорочення фінансування соціяльних програм 
має стійку тенденцію. Починаючи з другої 
половини 1998 року фінансування скоротилося 
утричі порівняно з 1997 роком». 


Станції попередження можуть 
перейти американцям 


Ві 
dW, S0-USE CREDIT UNION 


(KBYB) - Українські військо- 
вики погрожують російським ко- 
легам передати станції поперед- 
ження про ракетні напади в 
користування американським 
збройним силам. Командуючий 


військами протиповітряної обо- 
рони Олександр Стеценко зая- 
вив, що Україна муситиме піти 
на це, якщо Росія не погасить 
борги за експлуатацію станцій. 

Ці дві станції - під Севас- 
тополем у Криму та біля Мука- 
чевого в Закарпатті - дісталися 
Україні у спадок від радянської 
протиракетної оборони. Вони 
дозволяють стежити за рухом 
ракет не лише у Східній Европі, 


кому Сході. Від часу розвалу 
Радянського Союзу станціями 
користується Росія. На сьогодні 
вона заборгувала за експлуата- 
цію близько чотирьох з полови- 
ною мільйонів долярів. 
Українське військове керів- 
ництво стверджує, що амери- 
канці готові користуватися стан- 
ціями за вищі тарифи. Цікав- 
ляться можливістю аренди стан- 


я, а й Північній Африці та Близь- Цій і інші західні країни. 
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Бізнесові Рахунки 


не зрозуміла інформацію, передану по радіо з приводу чергових 


роковин Чорнобильської катастрофи. Однак ніхто не зауважив, 
що атомної електростанції ні біля Харкова, ні в сусідніх 
областях немає. 
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Ukrainian studies centre 
opened in Saskatoon 


Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage to be part 


of St. Thomas More College, University of S 


(PCUH)-April 17, the Prairie | 


Centre for the Study of Ukrainian 
Heritage was formally inaugurated 
at a dinner held at the Faculty Club, 
University of Saskatchewan. The 
event was attended by 120 guests at 
the invitation of Dr. John Thomp- 
son, President of St. Thomas More 
College, University of Saskatche- 
wan. 

Speaking to the gathering, Dr. 
Thompson described the effort and 
negotiations between the university 
and Ukrainian community of 
Saskatchewan which led to a part- 
nership and the creation of the Prai- 
rie Centre. He identified the Prairie 
Centre as an academic unit within 
St. Thomas More College, and 
stated that it will offer expertise and 
institutional support in developing 
a program of study aimed at docu- 
menting and assessing the Ukrainian 
Canadian experience. The Centre 
will also provide a learning environ- 
ment committed to university-based 
instruction and research as well as 
to the development of skills among 
young graduates who elect to work 
within the community. 

The discussions that led to the cre- 
ation of the Centre identified four 
objectives which collectively define 
the Prairie Centre mandate: 

» To engage the wider public so 
that there may be a fuller under- 
standing and appreciation of the na- 
tional role that Ukrainian Canadians 
have played; 

«То broaden the interest in Ukrai- 
nian Canadian heritage by locating 
it in the wider national context; 

¢ To assist Ukrainian Canadians 
through education and community 
development in their ability both to 
adapt and contribute to Canada’s 
national culture in the 21st century; 

¢ To bridge and enhance the natu- 
ral connection between this impor- 
tant community and academia while 
promoting the idea of living heritage 
as a vital and necessary component 
for its continuing viability, and 
growth. 

The inaugural ceremony also of- 
fered an opportunity to recognize 
publicly the commitment of Dr. 
Stephen and Michelene Worobetz to 
the Prairie Centre as Founders. Dr. 
Worobetz, a former Lieut Governor 
of Saskatchewan, commented that 
this was “a dream realized.” He ex- 
pressed his personal confidence that 
with “the promise of time” the Prai- 
rie Centre would fulfil its mandate. 
Dr. John Thompson, President of St. 
Thomas More College, acknow!- 
edged the generosity of the 


of Congo, and Ethiopia. 


pression of opposition.” 


Kuchma earns place in 
press “Hall of Shame” 


(RFE/RL)—The U.S. Committee to Protect Journalists has included 
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma in a list of 10 heads of state con- 
sidered to be the biggest “enemies of the press.” 

The list, which was made public on May 3, places Kuchma along- 
side the leaders of Yugoslavia, China, Cuba, the Democratic Republic 


The committee says that by “using tax and libel laws as instruments 
of his hostility to journalists, Kuchma runs roughshod over any ex- 


It also accuses Kuchma of “‘tacit acceptance of violence against the 
press,” which encourages assaults on Ukrainian reporters and editors 
and adds to a “general climate of fear and self-censorship.” 

Conspicuously absent from the list is Belarusian President 
Lukashenka, who had been included on it for the past several years. 


Dr. John Thompson, President of St. Thomas More College, presents Dr. 


askatchewan 
| і 


Stephen Worobetz а commemorative scroll in gratitude for his inaugural 


donation of $100,000. establishing the Prairie Centre for the Study of 


Ukrainian Heritage at the University of Saskatchewan. 


Worobetz family and more generally 
the support of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian community. “The personal, fi- 
nancial and political support of the 
community has been extremely 
gratifying, he said. “It points to the 
strong enthusiasm for both the 
project and the unprecedented uni- 
versity-community alliance upon 
which the Centre is based.” 

Senator Raynell Andreychuk, a 
member of the Board of Honourary 
Patrons, offered her greetings on 
behalf of the Board. Addressing the 
audience, the Canadian Senator 
highlighted the importance of the 
Prairie Centre in conveying to a 
wider public the historical contribu- 
tion of Ukrainian Canadians to the 
national life of the country. She 
emphasized the role the Centre will 
play in reinforcing Canadian 
multiculturalism in the context of 
responsible citizenship. “The Cen- 
tre will enhance our knowledge of a 
people who helped build a country 
in which the quality of life is unsur- 
passed. Their story and their contri- 
bution needs to be told both as a 
model and example of how diver- 
sity can work in building a strong 
national community.” 

A member of the Centre’s Advi- 
sory Board and a key supporter of 
the initiative, Walter Podiluk shared 
with the audience his sense of the 
importance of the project, character- 
izing it as “unique” and “visionary.” 
Describing the creation of the Cen- 
tre as “the birth of a new entity,” he 


felt that future generations would 
look back at this event as an impor- 
tant milestone in the life of the com- 
munity. 

"Commenting after the reception, 
Adrian Boyko, an Advisory Board 
member and former President of the 
UCC-Saskatchewan Provincial 
Council, expressed the view that the 
partnership with the university, 
which brought together important 
sectors of the community, was ex- 
tremely significant. Noting the level 
of co-operation between the univer- 
sity and the Catholic and Orthodox 
communities, he stated: "Ше Prai- 
rie Centre is an example of how to 
make effective use of the 
community’s resources. It also rep- 
resents a model for future possibili- 
ties across the country. “ 

«І strongly believe that this will 
serve as a catalyst in community 
development. I am hopeful for the 
future,” Boyko added. 

During the evening ceremony, Dr. 
Thompson also introduced Dr. 
Bohdan Kordan, Professor ої Politi- 
cal Studies as the new Director of 
the Prairie Centre for the Study of 
Ukrainian Heritage. In his inaugu- 
ral remarks, Prof. Kordan spoke 
briefly about its goals, mandate and 
activities and encouraged public 
support for the initiative. 


.о POhateait Louis. 


HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 


The Chateau Louis Hotel & Conference Centre has: 

e Eleven banquet rooms of various sizes 

¢ Beautiful Grand ballroom with Solarium and Outdoor Courtyard 
perfect for weddings & outdoor ceremonies 

¢ Varied menu sure to satisfy your taste & budget 

¢ Hotel room group rates available 

- Begin your Honeymoon in опе ої our Jacuzzi Suites 


OLateau Lours Htolel & Conference Centre 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone: (780) 452-7770 


CBS and Ukrainian 
Americans sign settlement 
regarding “The Ugly Face” 


By Roma Hadzewycz, The Ukrainian Weekly 

CBS and members of the Ukrainian American community who sued 
the network over its 1994 broadcast of “The Ugly Face of Freedom” 
have reached a settlement whereby the network will pay out 
US$328,000 to cover the Ukrainian American plaintiffs’ legal fees, 
while the plaintiffs will cease their lawsuits against CBS pertaining 
to that controversial segment aired on “60 Minutes.” 

The settlement was signed on April 21 by lawyers representing the 
three plaintiffs — Alexander J. Serafyn of Detroit, Oleg Nikolyszyn 
of Providence, R.I., and the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
— as well as attorneys for CBS. 

A petition for approval of the settlement was sent on the same day 
to the Federal Communications Commission. 

In accordance with the settlement, the plaintiffs, collectively re- 
ferred to in the documents as “the UCCA Parties,” agreed to the dis- 
missal of challenges to the assignment of broadcast licenses to CBS 
in Detroit and Providence, R.I., and other objections to CBS qualifi- 
cations to be an FCC licensee. 

“The CBS Parties” agreed “to reimburse the legitimate and pru- 
dent expenses incurred by the UCCA Parties in filing and prosecut- 
ing such petitions and other objections and to provide the UCCA Par- 
ties with a settlement letter.” 

In that letter, Louis Briskman, vice-president and general counsel 
of CBS, expressed “regret on behalf of CBS over the fact that Ukrai- 
nian Americans were offended by the October 23, 1994, "60 Minutes’ 
feature entitled ‘The Ugly Face of Freedom’ and saw it as a general- 
ized condemnation of persons of Ukrainian ancestry.” 

“CBS did not intend to convey such an impression,” he noted. 
Briskman further wrote: “I want to squarely address the suggestion 
that our broadcast intended to imply that Ukrainians are somehow 
genetically anti-Semitic. Nothing could be further from the truth. This 
was not our intention when we first broadcast the report, nor is it our 
belief today.” 


MANUAL REFLEXOLOGY THERAPY CLINIC 
pincaL | Offers relief to sufferers of poor 
PMUTARY | circulation, arthritis, asthma and 
other ailments. Hydro-Therapy 
and a special medicated 


sauna are used. Ear Candling. 


SHEPHERD'S WELLNESS CENTRE 
12603 - 135 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta T5L 5B2 
Tel.: 447-3840 « Fax: 452-3794 
Home: 455-9756 


GALL BLADDER 
COLON 

LOWER LUMB 
HEMORRHOIDS 
PROSTATE 


MIHAIL LAZARESKU 


DELUXE CONDO UNITS FOR SALE 
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH PROPERTY 
in scenic KELOWNA, B.C. 


Excellent condition » Only 31/2 years old « With lovely 
closed-in sunroom * Ample storage area * Located next 
to Shopping Centre » Adjacent to Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church and Hall « Secure covered parking * Crafts 
room « Games room « Library « Each 2 bedrooms 
- 2 baths -" Some appliances incl. « Low service fees 
» Low taxes « Bus route is І block away 


. . 


Ist Flr - 993 Sq Ft - $99,800 - Contact Gloria Zip (306) 652-0610 
Ist Flr - 1362 Sq Ft - $134,000 - Contact Alex Reszitnyk (250) 860-9165 


Look no further... 


Western Canada toll-free: 1-800-661-9843 


Мої найкращі вітання 
для всіх матерей з 
нагоди їх свята. 


Peter Goldring 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton (Centre) East 
495-3261 


МАТРИМОНІЯЛЬНЕ. Українка 36 років, донечці 12 років, 
розлучена не зі своєї вини. Познайомлюся з паном відповідного 
відку від 40 до 60 років, бажаю з українцем, який мешкає в 
Канаді, Америці або в інших державах. Моя адреса: Україна, 
282220 обл. Тернопільська, м. Бучач, вул. Б. Хмельницького 59. 
Собків Олександра Іванівна. 


«о VTC - CANADA VANCOUVER TELEPHONE COMPANY 


International Long Distance Rates: Ukraine 62c/min., Russia 62c/ 
min., Poland 47c/min., Romania 64c/min., Germany 25c/min., Czech 
Republic 45c/min. All flat rates. Call 767-5924 to enroll. 


11666 - 95 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1L8 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


UCSS -anon-profit organization, responding to the 
needs and interest of the Ukrainian 
Community 

UCSS is providing various services: 

ehome visits, counselling and advice, 
einformation, referral and translation services, 
eaid in sponsorship of immigrants and refugees, 
parcels and money delivered to Ukraine, 


ССУК - we добродійна, громадська 
установа, яка допомагає тим що 
потребують допомоги серед 
української громади 


LAWYERS 


DENTURISTS 
ЗУБНІ ТЕХНІКИ 


CHEKERDA'S 
Denture Clinic Ltd. 
Rosslyn Shopping Centre 


АДВОКАТИ 
Вгода & Company 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


Шог Broda 


Lidia Broda м. CHEKERDA 
#103 -15333 Castle Downs Rd DENTURIST 


Edmonton, AB T5X 3Y7 13562 - 97 Street 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 | Ph.: (780) 475-0011 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #211, 8180 MacLeod Trail S.W. Calgary, AB. 

Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST —— ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B3 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS - ДЕНТИСТИ 


аа 2A SUMMIT DENTAL CLINIC 
Dr. C. Fialka-Eshenko OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


14965 Stony Plain Rd. 
(780) 484-3931 


DR. VICTOR DENYSENKO 


& Dr. Iris Kuc 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB T5H 013 


(780) 420-1510 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 


Говоримо по-українському 


Speaks four languages fluently: 
Ukrainian, Russian, Polish, English. 


Welcome to all new patients. 
Walk-in or appointment services. 


YOU CAN HAVE THIS SPACE! 
Call: (780) 488-3693 


Ukrainian News/Ykpaikcbki Вісті May 5 - 18, 5 - 18 травня, 1999 


Ставлення собору Єпископів 
УПЦК до рішення НАТО 
бомбардувати Югославію 


Вістка про рішення НАТО атакувати бомбами 
Югославію виповнила наші серця, Архиєреїв 
Україньскої Православної Цекрви в Канаді непри- 
ємними почуттями і глибоким смутком. Цей 
сум можна пояснити перш за все тим, що ми, 
як християни, повинні вирішувати всякі конфлікти 
мирним способом; вирішення ж спірних питань 
воєнним шляхом ми вважаємо за поразку. Ця 
поразка, про яку іде мова, особливо вагома то- 
му, що обидві сторони цього конфлікту вважають 
себе людьми Божими, З болем у серці ми мусимо 
признати, що конфлікт у Косово - це не просто 
конфлікт між сербами і албанцями, це - конфлікт 
між християнами і мусульманами. Ми знову 
стаємо свідками того, як люди вбивають і мучать 
один одного в ім'я Боже. Це аж ніяк не узігд- 
нюється і не може бути прийнятим для людей 
будь-яких віроісповідань і традицій, які зверта- 
ються до Всемогучого Бога як до свого Творця 
i Промислителя. Віруючі люди не можуть підтри- 
мувати ніяких воєнних дій, чи то в формі бомбар- 
дування, чи партизанських нападів, навіть тоді, 
коли це вважається скрайньою необхідністю. 
Наївть ті, які сприймають такі речі за необхідне 
зло, мусять призанти, що - зло завжди залиша- 
ється злом. 

Мусимо пам'ятати, що ця суперечка не нова, 
вона не виникла в цій, останній декаді, чи навіть 
в нашому столітті, радше, це почалося багато 
століть тому. При таких конфліктах завжди буває 
так, що сьогоднішні жертви - це вчорашні 
мучителі і сьогоднішні антаоністи - це вчорашні 


(Посольство України в Канаді) -Виключно 
проблемам врегулювання кризи навколо Косово 
була присвячена зустріч Президента України 
Леоніда Кучми з Прем'єр-міністром Канади 
Жаном Кретьєном. Зустріч відбулася наприкінці 
минулого тижня під час ювілейного саміту 
НАТО у Вашингтоні. 

Леонід Кучма та Жан Кретьєн, який перший 
запропонував Україні взяти участь у 
врегулюванні конфлікту навколо Косова, 


Зустріч Кучми з Кретьєном 


протаоністи. Таке ритмічне переміщення місцями 
переслідуваних і переслідувачів припиниться. 
тільки в тому разі, коли люди побачать та 
усвідомлять правдиве розуміння цього жорстокого 
циклу і зрозуміють, що обидві сторони потребу- 
ють співчуття та заспокоєння болю, що обидві 
сторони в однаковій мірі несуть відповідальність 
за свої вчинки. 

Наші серця роздвоюються суперчливими почут- 
тями, бо в цих воєнних діях беруть участь і на- 
ші співвітчизники - канадці, за яких ми молимось 
під час конжої Св. Літургії. Наші молитви теж 
із сербами, нашими братами і сестрами по Вірі, 
а також і з тими, невинними усіх віроісповідань, 
які опинилися в пастці цього насилля. 

Легко любити такий прекрасний край, любов 
до якого наповнює кожного почуттям патріотизму, 
готовістю покласти життя своє. То ж в ім'я 
Бога, Його творіння, яке під час воєнних дій 
теж руйнується і нищиться, та в ім'я справед- 
ливості, нехай ці святі почуття любові до бать- 
ківщини, замість бути насиченими жадобою від- 
плати, атануть поштовхом до мирної розв'яки 
конфлікту. 

Нехай Божий мир запанує у нашому житті! 
Нехай цей мир повернеться до Косово! Хай 
Божа справедливість, милосердя і спокій запа- 
нують у наших серцях і в усьому світі! 


- Митрополит Василій 
+ Архиєпископ Іван 
+ Єпископ Юрій 


обговорили подальші миротворчі можливості 
України в цьому питанні. Жан Кретьєн вважає, 
що нейтральна Україна, яка не має конфліктів 
з Сербією чи ШЮгославією і має дружні 
відносини з НАТО, повинна використати цей 
потенціял. Сторони домовилися про постійні 
контакти щодо розв'язання кризи. Також було 
обговорено стан співробітництва України 3 
міжнародними фінансовими організаціями, 
зокрема МВФ. 


В Одесі знову побито журналіста 


(Прес Центр-«Південь»)- Одеська міська теле- 
компанія «Одеса-плюс» є відомою як опозиційна 
не лише до нового міського керівництва. Вона 
належить до тих небагатьох засобів масової 
інформації, які витримали тиск з боку влади, і 
тримають позицію незалежності та різнобічної 
інформації. Ніде крім телекомпанії «Одеса-плюс» 
мешканці Одеси не зможуть сьогодні почути 
голоси та думки народних депутатів України 
Юрія Кармазіна, депутата міськради Олега 
Долженкова і багатьох з тих для кого у офіційні 
мас-медія дорога зачинена... 

Ї ось новий злочин проти журналіста... Дехто 
прагне знову довести власну безкарність та 
недосяжність навіть для міліції... 

Це трапилося 26 квітня о 21:30. Після 
завершення ефіру телеведучий програми «Око» 
(міської телекомпанії «Одеса-плюс») Ігор Грин- 
штейн у власній машині приїхав до знайомих. 
Коли він, закривши машину, вже прямував до 
під'їзду, хтось покликав його словами «Добрий 
вечір». «Добрий вечір» - відповів Ігор і став 
чекати незнайомця, гадаючи, що це один 3 
телеглядачів програми. 

Підійшов молодий чоловік у червоно-синьому 
спортивному костюмі і мовчки завдав журналіс- 
тові неочікуваного удару в обличчя. Їгор Грин- 
штейн впав з ніг. 

Побиття продовжилося: журанліста, який лежав 
на землі, били ногами по голові. Irop гринштейн 
таки знайшов в собі сили і намагався простежити 
куди прямуватиме нападник але встиг лише 
почути як від під'їзду від'їхала автомашина... 

-- Певно за мною стежили починаючи від 
телестудії — висловив думку в інтерв'ю нашому 
кореспондентові - постраждалий. На думку Їгоря 
Гринштейна: Напад є розплатою за позицію нашої 
програми, за спроби бути в опозиції до всього 
того, що відбувається в нашому місті та в Україні 
в цілому. Тим більше, що в нашій програмі, 


крім того що ми розповідаємо про проблеми 
які мають місце в нашому місті, крім того що 
ми заважаємо розпродавати комунальну власність 
Одеси за безцінок - крім цього у нас ще висту- 
пають народні депутати України, які критикують 
i Президента країни і політику парляменту який 
зараз майже повністю червоний. Зрозуміло, що 
наша програма комусь перейшла дорогу в цьому 
пляні, а взагалі, ми добре розуміємо - кому 
саме...» 

Гринштейн після побиття не звертався до право- 
охоронних органів за допомогою у пошуку зло- 
чинця. На його думку «це безкорисно. У нас в 
Одесі є чимало справ які досі не розкриті, але 
пов'язані з викраденням та побиттями, вбивствами 
журналістів, колишніх посадових осіб Одеського 
міськвиконкому. Я добре розумів, що і моїм 
побиттям теж ніхто займатись не буде». 

Читачам нагадаю. Незважаючи на радикально 
успішні звіти одеських правоохоронців які ствер- 
джують, що рівень злочинності в місті та області 
стримко падає - факти свідчать про відверто 
протележне... Позаминулого року в Одесі при 
загадкових обставинах загинув журналіст Одесь- 
кого обласного радіо Володимир Бехтер, неодно- 
разово в Одесі били редактора незалежної газети 
«Юг» Юлія Мазура, оглядача газети «Вечерняя 
Одесса» Валерія Чечіка, журналіста Ігоря 
Розова... Злочинці, нападники залишаються на 
свободі. На свободі залишаються і замовники 
вбивства головного редактора газети «Вечерняя 
Одесса» Бориса Дерев'янка, ті хто викрав 
колишнього Голову Київської райдержадміністрації 
Одеси Їгоря Свободу та керівника управління 
правового контролю Одеського міськвиконкому 
Сергія Варламова. 

Журналістів в Одесі б'ють так часто... що 
може статися так, що на це незабаром ніхто не 
звертатиме уваги і, як це не жахливо, вважатиме 
звичайною справою... 
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Kosovo defining moment in Ukraine’s NATO relationship 


By Julie Moffett 

(RFE/RL)-Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma says his 
country’s relationship with NATO is at a defining moment as 
a result of the situation in Kosovo. 

Kuchma made the statement April 24 in Washington at the 
opening of a special alliance meeting on furthering Ukraine- 
NATO relations. Kuchma, NATO Secretary General Javier 
Solana and U.S. President Bill Clinton all made statements 
before entering a closed one-hour working session on NATO- 


NATO rejects 
Kuchma’s peace plan 


(RFE/RL/JF Monitor)—NATO Secretary-General 
Javier Solana has given a “polite brush-off”’ to Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma’s plan to settle the Kosovo 
crisis, Reuters reported on April 24. 

At a news conference in Washington, Solana hailed 
Ukraine’s “tireless diplomatic efforts” to resolve the cri- 
sis but made it clear that Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic will have to agree to NATO’s five-point plan 
for ending the conflict. 

The most objectionable point in Kyiv’s plan turned out 
to be the exclusion of NATO troops from the future peace- 
keeping force, which — in Kyiv’s stated view — should 
consist of troops from Russia, Ukraine and West Euro- 
pean neutral countries, operating under the aegis of the 
UN or the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe 

Solana said Russian and Ukrainian troops will be wel- 
come to join a future peacekeeping “robust force” in 
Kosovo, but he stressed that NATO troops should be at 
that force’s core. 

Kuchma told the news conference that Ukraine’s peace 
efforts are not a “solo performance” and expressed his 
satisfaction that they are “understood and appreciated by 
NATO leaders.” 


U.S. sends Ukrainian journalists 


Ukraine relations. 

During his opening speech, Kuchma said he was apprecia- 
tive the Ukraine and NATO relationship was moving forward. 
But he said the issue of Kosovo presented difficult problems 
that he intended to address during the session. 

“The tragic events in Kosovo has forced us to rethink, prac- 
tically, a post-confrontational security architecture of Europe. 
The issue of Kosovo is present in practically all discussions 
and meetings. We cannot avoid it in today’s meeting, we can- 
not. And I expect our discussion will give all of us a new 
impulse to rethink today’s realities. It will help to set new 
priorities and will give a new impulse to the development of 
relations between Ukraine and NATO.” 

However, NATO General Secretary Javier Solana did not 
mention Kosovo in his opening statement. Instead, he hailed 
Kuchma as an “old friend” who deserves much of the credit 
for the “successful” partnership between NATO and Ukraine. 
He called the relationship between NATO and Ukraine a “real 
two-way street.” 

“NATO gains from [the relationship] by having a strong 
cooperation partner for enhancing European security together. 
And Ukraine gains from it by finding a NATO that is a strong 
supporter of its independence, and a far-reaching program of 
political, economic and defense reform. The distinctive part- 
nership between NATO and Ukraine provides all of us with a 
new model of cooperation. A model worthy of a new Europe 
we are building together.” 

But during his remarks to open the meeting, Clinton said 
Ukraine’s efforts in helping to solve the crisis in Kosovo were 
welcome. He called Ukraine a “nation critical to our vision of 
vision of a undivided, peaceful, democratic Europe.” 

"І appreciate President Kuchma’s efforts to persuade Mr. 
Milosevic to end his campaign against the Kosovar Albanians, 
so that the Kosovar people can come home with security and 
self-government.” 

Clinton said he was especially pleased that NATO and 
Ukraine had agreed to establish a training centre in the Ukrai- 
nian city of Yavoriv. He also said NATO members would con- 
tinue to support Ukraine’s efforts to reform its economy, 
deepen its democracy and advance the rule of law —all which 


“The tragic events in Kosovo has 
forced us to rethink, practically, a 
post-confrontational security 
architecture of Europe." 
Leonid Kuchma 


are “vital” to Ukraine’s security and the success of the part- 
nership. 

Clinton also said that when NATO acts to maintain peace 
and security in Europe, it will strive to do so with all its part- 
ners. 

He said: “That is what we hope to do with Ukraine and 
other nations in Kosovo once peace is restored. We have taken 
many practical good steps toward realizing the promise of 
our partnership.” At a press conference after the meeting, 
Kuchma said discussions centred mostly on Kosovo and the 
peace initiatives put forth by Ukraine, especially one that 
called for an international presence in Kosovo without NATO 
members. 

But when asked how his initiatives were received by NATO 
members, Kuchma said only that a solution would be “hard 
work not only for NATO and Ukraine, but for the United 
Nations as well.” 

Solana, however, answered more directly, saying that while 
he welcomed Ukraine’s initiatives he could not see any other 
resolution to the situation in Kosovo that did not include a 
NATO military presence. 

Solana said: “I cannot imagine mechanisms under which 
other countries, such as Russia, Ukraine and other countries, 
could compose an international force robust enough to guar- 
antee what we want to guarantee.” 

Overall, Kuchma said he was satisfied with the session, 


adding he was certain his concerns on Kosovo had been heard | 


and understood by NATO leaders. 

In a communiqué issued by NATO, the alliance said both 
Ukraine and NATO support the effort to achieve a political 
settlement for Kosovo in which all Kosovars can live in se- 
curity and peace. 


to meet Kosovo refugees 


By Lily Hyde 

(RFE/RL)—The U.S. embassy in Ukraine, con- 
cerned by the unfavorable local press coverage 
of NATO air strikes in Yugoslavia, has undertaken 
to change the attitudes of the local media. 

A four-day trip, funded and organized by the 
embassy, recently took journalists and camera- 
men from the four major Ukrainian TV chan- 
nels to Germany to meet Kosovar refugees in a 
Nuremberg processing camp. 

Ken Moskowitz with the United States Infor- 
mation Service says the trip was unprecedented 
but necessary. He says Ukraine’s media has taken 
its cue from Russia in coverage of Kosovo, fo- 
cusing on the plight of the Serbs rather than on 
the hundreds of thousands of Kosovar Albanian 
refugees. 

Although Ukraine has sent US$380 million in 
humanitarian aid to the fleeing Albanians, the 
damage caused by NATO bombs is still reported 
much more comprehensively than “ethnic 
cleansing,” words only recently heard on Ukrai- 
nian television. 

Moskowitz, who escorted the journalists to 
Germany, says he feels the one-sided media cov- 
erage doesn’t reflect official policy but results 
from necessity. He says Ukrainian journalists 
simply haven’t had the chance to talk to refu- 
gees to get their side of the story. None of the 
channels have sent journalists to Kosovo and 
they rely solely on reports from international 
agencies and Russian partners. 

Oleksandr Vlasenko from the channel STB 
said he was reluctant to accept the American of- 
fer, given that the U.S. is leading the NATO cam- 
paign, but that it was a useful opportunity. He 
said he was “glad for the chance to see and in- 
vestigate what’s happening.” But he said if the 
journalists could have gone on their own, it 
would have been better since there was what he 
called a “propagandist aspect” to the trip. 

Vlasenko, who regularly covers Balkan affairs, 
said he had been pushing to go to Kosovo for 
months leading up to the bombing, but his chan- 
nel, like others in Ukraine, could not afford it. 

Vlasenko says Ukrainian journalists, with ac- 
cess to both Russian and Western information 
sources, have a unique chance to analyze what 
is going on. 


“I can’t Say Ukrainian channels are directly 
for the Serbian opposition. There’s no such po- 
sition that we are absolutely pro [ Yugoslav Presi- 
dent Slobodan] Milosevic, orabsolutely against 
him. I think our position differs from Russian 
channels and CNN because we are more even- 
handed.” 

It’s unclear how much of an impact the trip 
will have on Ukrainian coverage of the war. The 
journalists said they were limited to speaking 
with just one family each and that they were frus- 
trated by a shortage of translators. 

Also, the families they talked to, living more 
or less comfortably in Germany, were far from 
the ragged and desperate crowds who regularly 
feature on Western news reports from Albania 
and Macedonia. Vlasenko said he felt that Ukrai- 
nians, who are accustomed to suffering, were 
unlikely to be moved by their plight. 

“In Macedonia of course [the refugees] are 
really miserable, it’s the real thing, but in Ger- 
many they ... don’t look so bad, they don’t give 
the impression of people ill-fated. And when they 
complain, there is genocide against us because 
they’ve turned off the electricity for four hours 
a day, we say we live without light for five hours, 
or a day, in many places in Ukraine, but no one 
is bombing us.” 

The visit coincided with news that a NATO 
bomb had landed on a refugee convoy in 
Kosovo, killing many refugees. Journalist Olha 
Lototska from the television station 1+1 thinks 
the trip perhaps backfired from the U.S. point- 
of-view because of that. 

“T thought from the beginning that it was or- 
ganized to justify themselves a little in our eyes, 
to say we are helping, we are supporting these 
refugees, we haven’t abandoned them. On the 
other side, there is a paradox, that NATO is 
bombing not only in Yugoslavia but in Kosovo. 
On that side, when we were in Germany a NATO 
plane bombed the refugee column.” 

The U.S. embassy is now planning to orga- 
nize a trip to Macedonia or Albania. Lototska 

and Vlasenko both said they would be very glad 
to go along. Lototska say it’s one thing to read 
about developments in the Kosovo crisis from 
news agencies and another to see them with your 
own eyes. 


“GUAM” grows to “GUUAM” 


Members distance themselves from Russia 


on issue of NATO cooperation 


(JF Monitor)—Uzbekistan has officially joined the GUAM group of Georgia, 
Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Moldova, augmenting its capacity to provide a counter- 
weight to Russia within and outside the Commonwealth of Independent States. 

Uzbek President Islam Karimov added his signature to GUAM’s — now 
GUUAM’s — documents during a meeting with Presidents Eduard Shevardnadze 
of Georgia, Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine, Haidar АПеу of Azerbaijan and Petru 
Lucinschi of Moldova on April 24 in the Uzbek embassy in Washington during 
NATO’s anniversary summit. 

The venue and setting carry particular significance in view of Russia’s boycott 
of NATO’s summit and unsuccessful attempt to persuade at least three of the GUAM 
presidents to fall into line. 

The five presidents conferred behind closed doors and declined to brief the me- 
dia. Afterwards, they issued a joint statement expressing their readiness to expand 
cooperation with NATO in the framework of the Partnership for Peace program 
and the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council, thus distancing themselves from Mos- 
cow, which has suspended its participation — however meagre in the first place — 
in these programs. 

The statement asserted that GUUAM is “not directed against any particular coun- 
try or group of countries” — an assurance intended for Russia and its loyalists in 
the CIS, particularly Armenia, whom the GUUAM countries would prefer not to 
isolate. 

The five presidents pledged to reinforce cooperation among their countries in 
international organizations and forums. They would jointly promote resolution of 
conflicts and crises on the basis of four factors: 

» First, the territorial integrity of existing states and inviolability of their interna- 
tionally recognized borders (principles which militate against the “common state” 
solutions pursued by Moscow in Moldova, Georgia and Azerbaijan), 

г Second, rejection of “aggressive separatism” and “ethnic intolerance” (prob- 
lems confronting in one way or another Moldova, Georgia and Azerbaijan). 

« Third, resistance to “religious extremism” (a point undoubtedly introduced by 
Uzbekistan whose leadership grapples with that problem). 

¢ Fourth, prevention of arms flows to conflict areas (a problem posed by Russian 
militarization of Armenia and the unwanted Russian troops in Moldova and Geor- 

ia). 
: oe from these concerns over security issues, the five presidents emphasized 
GUUAM’s economic function of promoting unimpeded East-West trade and the 
creation of the Europe-Caucasus-Central Asia transport corridors. Karimov com- 
mented after the meeting that a certain country, “driven by imperial ambitions and 
strategic interests in Asia, seeks to thwart those projects” because they bypass that 
particular country. 

GUUAM remains — like GUAM — a consultative grouping not bound by any 
treaty obligations. Prior to the Washington meeting, the five countries had consid- 
ered codifying their relationship in a formal document. The draft under consider- 
ation had stipulated economic and diplomatic cooperation, leaving out military 
cooperation, which remains a matter for bilateral agreements. Ultimately the five 
countries agreed — at least for the time being — to forego a formal document in 
the interest of their national and collective flexibility. 
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A Genocide ре 
should reflect all humanity 


The unveiling of the monument to victims of the 1933-1933 Famine- 
Genocide in Soviet Ukraine in Calgary, once again brings the question of 
a Genocide Museum to the forefront. Just prior to the unveiling, Edmonton 
East MP Peter Goldring (Reform) introduced a motion in the House of 
Commons calling for such a museum. Earlier, Brampton MP Sarkis 
Assadourian introduced a private member's bill calling for such a mu- 
seum. In a column which runs on this page, Goldring outlines his reasons 
for doing so. “Such a museum would send a powerful message to visiting 
world leaders; it would also speak clearly to all Canadians as to the duty 
to be advocates of a world peace that respects all persons,” he writes. 

The key words here are “that respects all persons”. Many nationalities 
have been victimized by acts of genocide during the 20th century — Ukrai- 
nians, Jews, Armenians, Cambodians, Rwandans and Chinese just to men- 
tion a few. Acts of genocide are crimes against humanity as a whole. A 
Genocide Museum which accurately reflects these horrors should thus be 
reflective of humanity as a whole and not any one particular ethnic group. 

However, proposals for such a museum have been met with hostility 
from the leaders of one particular group. Why? Because they wish to place 
their own suffering above that of all other victims in the world. This was 


the undertone of Canadian Jewish Congress President Moshe Ronen in » 


comments he recently made to the Canadian Jewish News. Ronen said 
lobbying for a genocide museum was being orchestrated by individuals 
who cannot tolerate the notion that the Holocaust was a form of genocide 
unlike any other, and that it is unique in history in “terms of the size and 
scope of its murderous agenda.” 

Frankly, such an attitude is disturbing. It implies that other nations’ trag- 
edies are less important than the Jewish Holocaust and thus serves to deni- 
grate them. What makes the Jewish Holocaust somewhat bigger in “terms 
of the size and scope of its murderous agenda” than the Famine in Ukraine? 
By definition genocide is the partial or complete extermination or an at- 
tempt at extermination applied to a group of people as a group, regardless 
of the nature of the group. In both cases this applies. Hitler tried to exter- 
minate the Jews of Europe, Stalin tried to destroy Ukrainians as a nation. 
One did it by systematically rounding people up and herding them into 
gas chambers, the other by systematically confiscating their food supply 
and letting them slowly starve to death. Both are equally horrendous. 

In terms of size most estimates of the Jewish Holocaust run to six mil- 
lion victims. In Ukraine’s Famine-Genocide estimates run between seven 
and 11 million. But acts of genocide should not be categorized simply by 
size. Were the killing fields of Cambodia, the massacres of Armenians 
and Rwandans any less horrendous the Ukraine’s famine because there 
were fewer numbers? We think not. And in terms of numbers, the largest 
genocide of this century, is hardly ever mentioned. Yet the number of 
victims of Mao Ze Dong’s “Great Leap Forward” and the “Great Proletar- 
ian Cultural Revolution” are estimated at anywhere between 30 and 60 
million. Little is known about this tragedy because the regime that imple- 
mented it is still in power. 

Crimes against humanity are crimes against humanity as a whole and 
not any one particular group. That’s why Canada, as a multicultural coun- 
try, should establish a Genocide Museum that reflects humanity as a whole 
and chronicles the great tragedies of this century equally and without preju- 
dice, rather than one which focuses on the victimization of only one par- 
ticular group, implying by that that other peoples’ sufferings really aren’t 
as important. 
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A World Genocide Museum in Canada 


The human race has witnessed acts of genocide 
throughout its history. Genocide is not solely the hor- 
rendous by-product of certain wars. In fact, many inci- 
dents of genocide are not war-related at all. Genocide 
is always a failure of humanity; the dark side of a civi- 
lization run amuck. 

It is important to groups which have been decimated 
by genocidal acts that the world remember the particu- 
lar atrocities, in order to learn and understand what 
happened. All groups affected by genocidal acts want 
only to be remembered equally. The genocides of world 
history cannot be distinguished on the basis of size or 
scope; all genocide is horror. 

In my view, Canada should institutionalize remem- 
brance, through the construction of a “stand alone” 
World Genocide Museum. This would be a museum in 
Canada’s capital depicting the madness and inhuman- 
ity of the decimation of so many. Such a museum would 
send a powerful message to visiting world leaders; it 
would also speak clearly to all Canadians as to the duty 
to be advocates of а world peace that respects all per- 
sons. 

As is commonly understood, our history has wit- 
nessed one Holocaust, in World War II, and many at- 
tempted genocides. In my view, genocide should be 
regarded more as a “failure of civilization”, rather than 
as a product of war, whether it be the Ukrainian fam- 
ine, the Cambodian killing fields or the Holocaust. The 
dark side of humanity is a separate issue to be remem- 
bered, quite apart from honourable military histories, 
or even the positive side of ‘civilization’. It is my hope 
that consideration will be given to examining the dark 
side of humanity throughout history, by way of the es- 
tablishment in Canada of a separate and permanent 


Member of 
Parliament 


Official 
Opposition aA. 
Critic for Veterans Affairs 


“World Genocide Museum’. This would certainly be a 
challenge to all interested parties to successfully com- 
bine efforts. 

With these objectives in mind, I have introduced a 
motion in the House of Commons, calling for just such 
a museum. A modular museum could be constructed to 
have wings and galleries of various sizes to accommo- 
date displays of all of the world’s major genocides, in- 
cluding the Holocaust. 

It is anticipated that a Canadian initiative to construct 
a World Genocide Museum would receive accolades 
worldwide. The museum would become an important 
point of reference to visitors to Canada’s capital, as 
well as serve as a solemn reminder to all of society’s 
potential to descend into madness. Civilizations’ fail- 
ures must be on public display, so that we all can view 
the dark side of humanity, to hopefully lean and re- 
main mindful of its horrendous potential. 


NATO declaration on Ukraine 


On April 24 the leaders participating in the NATO- 
Ukraine Commission summit meeting that took place 
during the 50th anniversary NATO summit meeting 
in Washington, issued a declaration stressing their 
support for Ukraine independence, democratic de- 
velopment and economic prosperity. The NATO- 
Ukraine Commission was formed in 1997, with the 
signing of a Charter on a Distinctive Partnership at 
the Madrid Summit. Following is the text of the dec- 
laration: 

1.We, the Heads of State and Government of the 
19 member states of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization and of Ukraine, met today for our first Sum- 
mit to review the implementation of the Charter on а 
Distinctive Partnership, which was signed in Madrid 
in July 1997, and its role in Euro-Atlantic security. 

2.NATO Heads of State and Government reaf- 
firmed their support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
independence, territorial integrity, democratic devel- 
opment, economic prosperity, and the principle of 
inviolability of frontiers, as key factors of stability 
and security in Central and Eastern Europe and in 
the continent as a whole. In this context they reaf- 
firmed the historic importance of Ukraine’s decision 
to voluntarily remove nuclear weapons from its ter- 
ritory. 

3.The President of Ukraine reaffirmed his country’s 
determination to continue its efforts to implement 
democratic political, economic and defense reforms 
as well as to pursue its goal of integration in Euro- 
pean and transatlantic structures. He affirmed that 
the recent accession to NATO of Poland and Hun- 
gary, two neighbors of Ukraine, together with the 
Czech Republic, is a significant contribution to sta- 
bility in Europe. 

4.We discussed the evolving challenges facing 
Euro-Atlantic security, the consequent adaptation of 
the Alliance and Ukraine’s contribution to stability 
in Europe. NATO Allies reaffirmed their conviction 
that Ukraine should continue to play an increasingly 
important role toward improving security in Central 
and Eastern Europe and in the continent as a whole. 

5.We exchanged views on the crisis in Kosovo and 
on the approaches followed by NATO and Ukraine 
aimed at reaching our common goal of a long-last- 
ing and just peace in the region. We welcomed the 
statement by the United Nations Secretary General 
on 9 April on the crisis, and support the effort to 
achieve a political settlement in the form of a peace- 
ful, multi-ethnic and democratic Kosovo in which 
all its people can live in security and enjoy universal 
human rights and freedoms on an equal basis. NATO 
Allies acknowledged Ukraine’s important contribu- 
tion to the NATO-led peacekeeping operations in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and to the OSCE Kosovo 
Verification Mission. 

6.We welcomed the progress achieved in the imple- 
mentation of our Distinctive Partnership since the 
signing of the Charter in Madrid and look forward to 
the realization of its full potential. We are satisfied 
with the development of a wide range of consulta- 


tions and cooperation between NATO and Ukraine, 
at Summit, Ministerial, and Ambassadorial levels, 
as well as at the level of appropriate Committees and 
government bodies such as Ukraine’s State Inter- 
agency Commission for Relations with NATO. 

7.We reviewed Ukraine’s participation in the Part- 
nership for Peace Programme and in the Euro-At- 
lantic Partnership Council, and expressed our com- 
mon desire to see Ukraine progressively take full 
advantage of the opportunities offered therein. We 
noted the progress that has already been made to- 
wards the implementation of the NATO-Ukraine 
Work Plan for 1999. Ukraine’s State Programme of 
Cooperation with NATO until 2001 outlines poten- 
tial additional areas for cooperation, and we look 
forward to further discussions at Ministerial and 
Ambassadorial level on how to improve and priori- 
tize future Work Plans. 

8.We welcome the appointment of the two NATO 
Liaison Officers in Kyiv. We are confident they will 
contribute to facilitating Ukraine’s work in PfP as 
well as strengthening contacts between NATO and 
Ukraine. 

9.We are determined to ensure continued support 
for the NATO Information and Documentation Cen- 
ter, established in Kyiv in May 1997, which plays an 
increasingly important role in providing the Ukrai- 
nian public with objective and complete information 
about NATO’s role as a factor of stability and secu- 
rity in Europe. 

10.We appreciate the meetings of the Joint Work- 
ing Group on Defense Reform, appropriately fol- 
lowed up at the expert level, as an effective instru- 
ment to catalyze the reform of the Ukrainian defense 
establishment, especially in the areas of civil-mili- 
tary relations, defense budgeting and training. 

11.We are convinced that the designation of the 
Yavoriv Training Area as a PfP training center pro- 
vides a useful instrument for joint exercises and train- 
ing opportunities and we encourage all Partners to 
take advantage of them. We underlined that multina- 
tional peacekeeping units will play an important role 
in meeting future challenges of European security 
and therefore welcome and support the creation of 
the Joint Polish-Ukrainian peacekeeping battalion, 
as well as other multinational units with Ukrainian 
participation. 

12.We highly value the work of the NATO-Ukraine 
Joint Group on Emergency Situations. We also ap- 
preciate NATO-Ukraine consultations in the context 
of the Conference of National Armaments Directors 
and on-going consultation and cooperation in the 
fields of economic security, defense industrial re- 
structuring, downsizing and conversion and retrain- 
ing of retired military officers, research and technol- 
ogy as well as scientific and environmental affairs. 

13.We requested the NATO-Ukraine Commission 
in Ambassadorial session to oversee the implementa- 
tion of the measures embodied in this declaration and 
the further development of the NATO-Ukraine dis- 
tinctive partnership under the terms of the Charter. 
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Patriarch Filaret 


assaulted in Mariupol 


(JF Monitor)—The recent assault against Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Church Patriarch Filaret in the east- 
ern Donetsk region serves as a reminder that Ukraine 
remains a society divided along ethnic, cultural and 
religious lines. 

Filaret, who arrived in the industrial city of 
Mariupol to bless the ground for a cathedral, was 
attacked on April 30 by extremists who smashed 
Filaret’s car, beat him and injured his secretary, who 
was hospitalized in grave condition. 

Dozens of people were hurt in the event, accord- 
ing to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Kyiv Patri- 
archy. Police intervention was both untimely and 
reluctant. 

After Ukraine gained its independence, Filaret 
headed the schism of the Ukrainian Church from the 


Russian Orthodox Church of Patriarch Alexy II, and 
has served as its patriarch since 1995. Many Ortho- 
dox parishes, especially n those regions in the East 
and South where Russian culture historically domi- 
nates, remain loyal to Alexy II. Members of those 
parishes viewed Filaret’s April visit to the Donetsk 
region with suspicion, fearing expansion of the Kyiv 
Patriarchy to their region. 

Filaret — who, ironically, is a native of the region 
— had reportedly been warned by Donetsk clergy 
not to visit there. It is significant that Filaret was as- 
saulted by extremists in Mariupol, a city where Ukrai- 
nians represented only a tiny minority until the middle 
of last century, and the only large Ukrainian city 
where ethnic Russians were still a majority in 1989 
(according to the last Soviet census). 


Leftists rally on May Day 


(JF Monitor/RFE/RL)—The turnout at the interna- 
tional day of workers’ solidarity rallies across Ukraine, 
May 1, was rather high, at 200,000 people. 

The rallies took place primarily in eastern Ukraine 
(100,000 in Donetsk Oblast) and Crimea. 

Ukrainian leftists grasped this opportunity to air their 
views with an eye to the presidential elections in Octo- 
ber. The captains of the strongest leftist forces — Petro 
Symonenko of the Communist Party, Oleksandr Moroz 
of the Socialist, Natalya Vitrenko of the Progressive 
Socialist, and Oleksandr Tkachenko of the Peasant — 
showed ostensible unity in condemning the government 
for the economic hardships and NATO for the war in 
Yugoslavia during a “red” rally in Kyiv. 

In a 4,000-strong demonstration, Communists car- 
ried flags of the former USSR and Ukrainian SSR as 
well as Joseph Stalin’s portraits, calling on President 
Leonid Kuchma to step down. 

“The authorities are leaving our children with no 
future whatsoever,” Symonenko told the rally. AP 
quoted Tkachenko as saying that “the fight for the good 
of the people must determine the outcome of [presi- 
dential] elections.” 

The four leaders, however, remain rivals in the presi- 
dential race, where — most Ukrainian experts say — 
only a single leftist candidate could win against the 
incumbent President Leonid Kuchma. Vitrenko and her 
followers, showing their disdain of the other three lead- 
ers, whom Vitrenko keeps accusing of “collaboration 
with the capitalist regime,” kept a distance from the 
rest of the mob at the rally. 


“We will not go with Tkachenko, Symonenko and 
Moroz,” she said. Answering a question from the me- 
dia on whether she will run for president, Vitrenko re- 
plied “maybe.” Despite leading in public opinion polls, 
Vitrenko, a professed Stalinist, continues calling for 
abolishing the Ukrainian presidency, which she believes 
to be a “bourgeois” (thus redundant) counterweight to 
the power of soviets. The ambitious Symonenko and 
Moroz apparently do not subscribe to this view, assert- 
ing the need to back a single leftist presidential candi- 
date, but still failing to achieve any specific agreement. 
The parliament speaker and Peasants Party informal 
leader, Tkachenko, was coy on May 1, replying “we'll 
see” to a question on his presidential plans. 

Tkachenko, known for his strong pro-Russian and 
anti-Western views, may join the campaign despite 
earlier public denials of presidential ambitions. Re- 
cently, he has trumpeted a so-called program for 
Ukraine’s economic revival, drafted by his assistants. 
It is undoubtedly the essence of what would be his elec- 
toral campaign. 

Speaking during a recent trip in the Cherkassy re- 
gion, Tkachenko revealed what are probably two of 
the program’s main points: preservation of Soviet-era 
collective farms (a synonym to inefficiency in agricul- 
ture) and leaning on Russia as a source of cheap natu- 
ral resources. Meanwhile, the Communist and the Peas- 
ant Parties reported reaching a preliminary agreement 
to work together during the presidential elections — a 
formulation which casts doubt on their ability to nomi- 
nate a single candidate. 


Trilateral summit aborted 


(JF Monitor)}—Without an official notice, Moscow 
canceled the Russian-Ukrainian-Moldovan summit 
scheduled for April 29-30 in Kyiv. 

Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Ргітакоу, Ukrai- 
nian President Leonid Kuchma and Moldovan Presi- 
dent Petru Lucinschi were to have been joined at the 
summit by representatives of the Organization for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in Europe and by Transdnister 
leader Igor Smirnov. They were to discuss the terms of 
a political solution of the Transdnister conflict and the 
withdrawal of Russian arsenals and troops from that 
Moldovan region. The summit was to have capped 
Primakov’s official visit to the Ukrainian capital in a 


Rada passes 
anti-NATO Dill 


(RFE/RL)—Following several failures, the 
Ukrainian Supreme Council on April 23 finally 
passed a resolution seeking to limit the country’s 
cooperation with NATO, AP reported. 

The document condemned NATO’s bombing in 
Yugoslavia as “unjustified and inhumane” and 
called on President Leonid Kuchma to submit 
Ukraine’s cooperation programs with NATO to the 
parliament for approval. 

It added that Ukraine should immediately stop 
dismantling strategic bombers and nuclear mis- 
sile silos. 

Heorhiy Kryuchkov, head of the parliamentary 
Defense Committee, told Reuters that the adopted 
bill should “free our foreign policy from its one- 
sided pro-NATO orientation.” 


bilateral context. That visit has been aborted as well. 

The Ukrainian and Moldovan governments learned 
from the Russian media on April 27 that Primakov was 
suffering from a bout of radiculitis and had therefore 
— with the agreement of President Boris Yeltsin — 
decided to postpone the visit and the summit. His ill- 
ness did not prevent Primakoy from chairing in a jo- 
vial disposition — as shown live on Russian television 
— the Russian government’s session that same day. 

A significant turn of events preceded the Kyiv 
summit’s cancellation. The previous week, Russia’s 
then First Deputy Prime Minister Vadim Gustov vis- 
ited Chisinau and consented to the evacuation of 12 
trainloads of Russian military equipment from 
Transdnister to Russia “in the near future.” Gustov then 
went to Tiraspol to discuss the decision with 
Transdnister leaders. Smirnov, however, refused to re- 
ceive Gustov. The Tiraspol authorities publicly threat- 
ened to prevent the evacuation of the 12 trainloads, 
reaffirmed their theoretical claim — as yet unenforced 
— to ownership of Russian arsenals in Transdnister 
and criticized Gustov for having dealt with Chisinau 
directly, bypassing Tiraspol. Smirnov then announced 
that he would not attend the Kyiv summit. 

Gustov was dismissed from the Russian government 
for no apparent reason on April 27. Moldovan govern- 
ment officials trace that move to the influence of 
hardline elements in the Russian government which 
protect the Transdnister authorities. The latter have re- 
peatedly prevailed in similar situations during the last 
few years. 

This is the third time that Primakov has aborted the 
planned summit in Kyiv. It was originally scheduled to 
be held last November, was deferred for February and 
then for April 8-9 (at the first onslaught of Primakov’s 
illness), and has now been postponed sine die 
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UKRAINIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE 


Tryzub is a Calgary based nonprofit organization whose mission 
is to facilitate artistic direction for young adults committed to 
expresing their haritage through dance. We have the following 
career opportunity available: 


ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 


Working in collaboration with production specialists, your 
objective is to design artistically challenging programs for the 
Ensemble. You will ensure creative development of the group 
and will be responsible for coordinating the production and 
presentation of performances. 


Your have creative experience as a choreographer, technical 
knowledge of various dance forms and cultural elements, 
excellent organizational and interpersonal communications 
skills, production expertise, strong leadership ability, and sound 
budgeting and planning skills. 


Screening of applicants will begin immediately and will continue 
until the position is filled. Please forward your resume to: 


Artistic Director Search Committee, 
Tryzub Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
PO Box 1732 Station M, Calgary, Alberta T2P 2L7 
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Famine monument unveiled i in Calgary 


Cont. from P. 1 
Winnipeg one year later. Both are located before their 
respective City Halls. 

“We wanted it by City Hall, but the chances of it 
happening were nil because (the City’s) policy is not 
to put any monument there that doesn’t deal with the 
city,” explained Borys Sydoruk, one of the organizers 
of the event and keynote speaker at the unveiling. 

The granite memorial pays tribute in three languages 
— English, French and Ukrainian — to those who suf- 
fered, bears a cross on both sides and depicts the land- 
scape of Ukraine as designed by Calgary artist Ihor 
Novosilets. The cost was financed completely through 
private donations from Calgary’s Ukrainian commu- 
nity to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the fam- 
ine last year. 

It was blessed by Bishop Lawrence Huculak, 
Edmonton Eparch for the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Rev. Taras Krochak of St. Volodymyr’s Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Parish (who also represented Archbishop John 
Stinka, who could not attend due to recent eye surgery), 
Rev. Anton Tarasenko of the Assumption of the BVM 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish and Rey. Rendy Yakimec of 
the St. Stephen’s Ukrainian Catholic Parish. 

Greeting were read by Bishop Lawrence, Rev. 
Krochak (on behalf of Archbishop John), Calgary 
Mountainview MLA Mark Hlady (on behalf of Pre- 
mier Ralph Klein), Calgary East MP Deebak Obhrai, 
MLA Wayne Cao and Councilor John Lord (on behalf 
of Calgary Mayor Al Duerr). 

In his address, Sydoruk, who is also special projects 
director for the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association, said that at the height of the famine a quar- 
ter of the rural population, men, women and children, 


PHOTO — NATHAN BERKO 
Calgary's Famine Monument 


We must not forget 
Ukrainian Famine, 
Opposition says 


April 23 Peter Goldring, Member of Parliament and 
Official Opposition Critic for Veterans Affairs rose in 
the House of Commons and made the following state- 
ment on the eve of the monument unveiling to the 1932- 
3 man-made Famine-Genocide in Soviet Ukraine. 

“Mr. Speaker, 

All too frequently humanity sinks to such depravity 
that it wreaks death and destruction on their own. 

What motivates and drives such diabolical crimes 
against civilization might only be of the understanding 
and purview of the insane and the All mighty. 

Tens of millions have died in genocide this century 
alone. In the Ukrainian famine, the Holocaust, Cam- 
bodia, Rwanda, Armenia and now possibly Kosovo. 

Over seven million Ukrainians perished in the fam- 
ine brought on by Stalin’s Russia in the 193015. Over 
seven million starved to death under the dictate of a 
man gone mad. Tomorrow in Calgary, a monument will 
be unveiled on Memorial Drive to bear witness to this 
calamity. 

Civilization’s failure must be put on public display 
so that we can all see the dark side of humanity and 
hopefully learn.” 

Earlier, Goldring also presented a motion in the 
House of Commons calling for a world genocide mu- 
seum in our nation’s capital. 


PHOTO — NATHAN BERKO 
Famine survivor John Chernezky being interviewed by 
the CBC. 


lay dead or dying, the rest in various stages of debilita- 
tion with no strength to bury their families or 
neighbours. 

“At the same time, well fed squads of police or party 
officials supervised the victims,” he added. 

“This was the climax of the ‘revolution from above’, 
as Stalin put it, in which he and his associates crushed 
two elements seen as irremediably hostile to the re- 
gime: the peasantry of the USSR as a whole, and the 
Ukrainian nation in particular.” 

Sydoruk noted that the supposed stubbornness of the 
Ukrainian peasants in not surrendering grain they did 
not have was explicitly blamed on nationalism: all of 
which was in accord with Stalin’s dictum that the na- 
tional problem was in essence a peasant problem. 

“The Ukrainian peasant thus suffered in double guise 
— as a peasant and as a Ukrainian.” 

Sydoruk also noted that the famine went largely un- 
reported in the West. 

“One of the closest collaborators of all with the So- 
viet falsifications was Walter Duranty from the New 
York Times. Duranty obtained all sorts of privileges, 
such as praise from, and interviews with, Stalin him- 
self — while at the same time receiving enormous 
praise from important Western circles. In 1932 - 1933 
Duranty travelled through the famine areas of Ukraine 
and Kuban but reported ‘there is no famine or actual 
starvation nor is there likely to be’. Mr. Duranty re- 
ceived the Pulitzer Prize for his “dispassionate, inter- 
pretive reporting of the news from Russia’. The influ- 
ence of Duranty’s false reporting was enormous and 
long lasting. We ask again today that the honour of the 
Pulitzer Prize be lifted from this man who knowing 
lied about this genocide. 

Sydoruk also asked those present to add to the calls 
for Ottawa to establish an inclusive Genocide Museum 
in the nation’s capital. 

“We believe that all genocides of this century should 
be remembered,” he said. 

Halya Wilson, President, UCC Calgary Branch gave 
the opening comments. Steve Jakymiw, representing 
the Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Business Club 
of Calgary gave the closing remarks. 

Aside from the Herald, the event was also by the 
Calgary Sun, CBC Television and Radio, CFCN TV 
and Channel 7 News. 


Opposition 
welcomes refugees 
to Canada 


(UkrNews)—One of the members of parliament 
who brought greetings at the unveiling of the 
monument to victims of Ukraine’s Famine-Geno- 
cide in Calgary has welcomed refugees from 
Kosovo to Canada. 

The first of 5000 refugees arrived May 4. 

ЗА systematic ethnic cleansing has been taking 
place in Kosovo. It has turned children, women 
and the elderly into refugees overnight. hopes and 
aspirations have been shattered. Why? To satisfy 
a dictator’s political ambitions,” said Deepak 
Obhrai, MP for Calgary East In the House of Com- 
mons on behalf of the Official Opposition, May 3. 

“Today I rise in this House as a proud Cana- 
dian. proud that my country has risen to the occa- 
sion and has offered food, security and shelter to 
those currently exiled to refugee camps. These 
suffering people will be given safe haven in Canada 
while our brave soldiers fight to regain their 
homes.” 

“The the refugees I would like to extend, on 
behalf of the Official Opposition, welcome to 
Canada. We pray that peace is restored to their 
homeland so that they may return and rebuild their 
lives. Bienvenu au Canada!” he concluded. 
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IMF directors say Ukraine’s economy fragile 


By Robert Lyle 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s economy remains very fragile, in the 
assessment of the Executive Directors of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Kyiv has made progress in a number of key economic struc- 
tural areas, they say, but the continuing friction between par- 
liament and the government adds uncertainty to the economic 
climate and heightens the risks to Ukraine’s reform program. 

The IMF director’s annual review of Ukraine’s economy, 
conducted in March and released April 27, praised the 
government’s ability to steadily improve cash tax collections 
and the parliament’s passage of a 1999 budget which included 
a provision to reduce expenditures further if necessary. 

However, the IMF directors said they “regretted” 
parliament’s decision to allow a tax moratorium on agricul- 
ture and to continue keeping taxes on electricity and imported 
gas and coal at zero. 

Those two measures alone, they said, are having a signifi- 
cant negative impact on the budget and should be repealed 
along with reducing tax exemptions and ending the earmark- 
ing of revenues. 

“There is an urgent need to increase cash revenues,” noted 
the IMF directors, as a total part of the government’s fiscal 
operations. 

The directors recalled how the IMF had approved a three 
year extended loan program last September of over US$2.25 
billion, but that Kyiv’s efforts went off track soon after the 
first drawing and it had to be put on hold. 

In March, the board of executive directors declared 


international rates ever! 


Ukraine’s external debt totaled nearly 27 
percent of its GDP (gross domestic 
product or the size of the economy )at 

the end of 1998. Repayments of over 

$2 billion are due this year. 


Ukraine’s program back on track and resumed drawings from 
the loan. 

But even when Kyiv’s program was halted last autumn, the 
directors said officials in Ukraine had worked to maintain 
relative stability despite the shock of Russia’s financial crisis 
and continued to implement many reforms. 

There was broad praise from the IMF directors for the 
progress Ukraine made in the last year in structural areas, 
such as reducing the number of employees being paid out of 
the state budget, moving ahead on several privatization, 
demonopolization and deregulation programs. 

At the same time, they expressed regret that reforms in 
agriculture and the energy sector had been “inadequate or 
delayed.” 

The IMF directors also said they were concerned that fis- 
cal structural measures, such as revisions to the personal in- 
come tax were still not in place. 

Ukraine’s handling of the restructuring of it’s treasury bills 
held: by-nonresidents and some external debt that fell due in 
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1998 received commendation from the IMF directors. But at 
the same time, they said, Ukraine faces heavy debt-serve ob- 
ligations in the next few years and only a vigorously imple- 
mented reform program will ensure the support of interna- 
tional creditors. 

Ukraine’s external debt totaled nearly 27 percent of its GDP 
(gross domestic product or the size of the economy)at the 
end of 1998. Repayments of over $2 billion are due this year. 

The directors said that even with full implementation of 
the government’s reform program and with support from inter- 
national financial institutions and other multilateral creditors, 
Ukraine will still face a challenge, given the size of its for- 
eign debt service obligations in relation to the level of its 
foreign reserves. 

That’s why Ukrainian officials must begin talking with for- 
eign creditors to make sure that the country’s debt servicing 
can be carried on in an orderly manner through the country’s 
ups and downs. The fund’s staff, in a background report pre- 
pared for the directors, said that for most of 1998, Ukraine 
continued to make progress toward economic stabilization, 
although inflation rose from 10 to 20 percent and the GDP 
declined by 1.7 percent. 

Ukraine was hit hard by the Asian and Russian crises, which 
caused “significant capital outflows” to occur as investors 
pulled their portfolio and other investments. Overall, said the 
fund staff, Ukraine’s public finances remain fragile, with un- 
even implementation of structural reforms. 
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Повінь далі причиняє клопотів 

(КБУВ) - Повінь, яка прокотилася українськими річками 
три-чотири тижні тому, в ці дні спричиняє чимало клопотів 
у нижній течії Дніпра. На Дніпрі ГЕСІ - найстаршій українській 
гідроелектростанції, розташованій у Запоріжжі, - мусили 
навіть розпочати позапляновий спуск води, щоб вона не 
пішла поверх греблі. Востаннє до таких екстремних заходів 
довелося вдаватися тридцять років тому. Нижче по течії 
місцеві рибалки мішками збирають рибу, оглушену падінням 
з тридцятиметрової висоти. 


Закиди підготовки до фальсифікації 
(КБУВ) - Влада веде «досить активну» підготовку до 
фальсифікації президентських виборів, які відбудуться в жовтні, 
- про це заявив імовірний кандидат у Президенти Євген 
Марчук, виступаючи в Сімферополі. На думку депутата, 
створити «механізм протидії» можна, якщо об'єднати зусилля 
конкуруючих кандидатів у Президенти. 


Суд розглядає вбивсто на замовлення 
(КБУВ) - У Житомирському обласному суді, де нещодавно 
засудили до смертної кари серійного вбивцю Анатолія 
Онопрієнка, вперше розглянули справу про вбивсто на 
замовлення. Суд встановив, що шістдесятилітня мешканка 
села Рогачі за шістсот гривень (або сто п'ятдесят долярів) 
підмовила найманого вбивцю вбити односільчанина. Жінка 
вважала його винним у смерті її сина, який потонув два 
роки тому. Кримінальний кодекс України відповідальності 
безпосередньо за замовлення вбивства не передбачає. 


Тарифи підвищилися 

(КБУВ) - З першого травня в Україні на двадцять-тридцять 
відсотків підвищилися вартість комунальних послуг - тарифів 
на воду, електроенергію, газ, тепло, тощо. Відтепер українці 
оплачуватимуть повну вартість цих послуг. Це було однією 
з умов Міжнародного валютного фонду для продовження 
надання кредитів Україні. Водночас майже третина населення 
збирається після подорожчання припинити оплачувати 
комунальні послуги. Це результати соціологічного опитування 
компанії GfK-USM. Зараз не мають боргів перед державою 
лише близько сорока відсотків опитаних. 


Заборона Югославією руху суден 

(Прес центр - «Південь») -Їзмаїл, Одеська обл. Керівництвом 
Українського дунайського пароплавства вимушене було 
зупинити рух суден повз тієї частини річки Дунай, яку 
контролює Югославія. Причиною стала заборона міністерства 
транспорту Югославії на рух закордонних суден у своїх 
територіяльних водах. Сьогодні в портах цієї країни перебуває 
16 торгівельних суден Українського дунайського пароплавства. 
Подальша доля екіпажів цих суден ще не визначена, термін 
заборони теж не є відомий. 


Спрощено прикордонний режим 

(КБУВ) - Спрощено прикордонний режим вздовж всього 
українського кордону. Зокрема, іноземці тепер можуть вільно 
знаходитися на прикордонних територіях, маючи при собі 
посвідчення особи і документ, що засвідчує законність 
перебування в Україні - наприклад, візу. Раніше потрібно 
було також письмове підтвердження необхідності перебування 
поблизу кордону. 


Відкриється козацька академія 

(КБУВ) - В Донецьку найближчим часом відкриється перша 
в Україні козацька академія. Тут же розміститься й канцелярія 
Азово-Чорноморського війська, яке об'єднає козаків семи 
південних областей України і Криму. Як не дивно, в переважно 
російськомовному та пролетарському Донбасі - найбільша в 
Україні козацька організація. В так званій кальміуській паланці 
десять тисяч козаків. Близько вісімдесяти відсотків з них — 
колишні офіцери Радянської армії. 


Козаки охоронятимуть порядок 

(КБУВ) - Вулиці Дніпропетровська скоро можуть почати 
патрулювати місцеві козаки. Міська влада вирішила відновити 
загони народної дружини, які охоронятимуть громадський 
порядок. Вони називатимуться молодіжними громадськими 
патрулями, і до участі в загонах залучатимуться козацькі 
громади. 


Програма підготовки менеджерів 

(Прес центр - «Південь»)--В Українській академії державного 
управління при Президенті України, Одеська філія, з ініціятиви 
міжнародної організації TASIS проходив семінар, присвячений 
питанням підвищення ефективности підготовки менеджерів з 
України та інших країн СНД. Завдяки програмі підготовлено 
вже понад 80 управлінців. В Одесі цю роботу координує 
Бюро сприяння інвестиціям. Умови відбору претендентів: вік 
20-55 років, володіння однією з европейських мов. Після 
тестування проходить стажування в одній з країн Заходу. 


Відеотека Одеси збгатіла 

(Прес центр - «Південь»)--Одеса. До відеотеки 
облвідеопрокату надійшло 20 нових касет з записами нових 
документальних фільмів з історії України. Серед них фільми 
- «Голодомор українців 1932-33 років», «Атентант» - про 
долю Степана Бандери, «Секретний ешелон» - про репресії 
проти українців в 1948 році та інші. 
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Незважаючи на розкол РУХ 
активно готується до виборів 


(Прес Центр-«Південь»)- -Принаймі так вважає 
народний депутат України, член фракції Руху у 
парляменті, Юрій Ключковський. З ним провів 
розмову наш кореспондент Ігор Столяров. 

Ігор Столяров: Зараз чимало розмов і далі 
точиться навколо трагічної загибелі народного 
депутата України, Голови НРУ Вячеслава Чорно- 
вола. У Верховній Раді створено спеціяльну ко- 
місію, яка проводить певну роботу. Є вже перші 
результати. Чи можна говорити про те, що 
загибель ця була не випадковою, як про це 
говорить чимало політиків...? 

Юрій Ключковський: Говорять про це багато 
людей і я гадаю, що говорять не безпідставно, 
але ця небезпідставність поки-що тільки політич- 
на а не на рівні права. Що стосується діяльності 
тимчасової депутатської слідчої комісії то вона 
поставила перед правоохоронними органами цілий 
ряд запитань, на які покищо немає відповіді. Ті 
запитання стосуються обставин цього трагічного 
випадку і ми вважаємо, що першим результатом 
постановки цих питань стало розпорядження 
Президента України про створення міжвідомчої 
слідчої групи - де крім працівників Міністерства 
внутрішніх справ будуть задіяні також слідчі з 
Генеральної прокуратури і Служби безпеки 
України. Це значно розширяє можливості 
проведення слідчих дій і ми сподіваємося, що 
принаймі багато неясностей буде вияснено. 

Ми переконані в тому, що загибель Вячеслава 
Чорновола не була випадковою. 

І. С. Але, найцікавішим є те, що ще не 
дочекавшись завершення роботи комісії, під час 
перебування в Одесі на початку квітня, Міністр 
внутрішніх справ Юрій Кравченко заявив про 
те, що він є переконаним в тому, що це трагічний 
збіг обставин. Як це зрозуміти? 

Ю. K.: Пан Юрій Кравченко - міністр 
внутрішніх справ України - заявив про це менше 
ніж через 12 годин після трагічного випадку - 
вже наступного дня - 26 березня - на прес- 
конференції яку провело МВС. На нашу думку, 
це дуже поспішна і малообгрунтована заява. 
Однак, нам відомо, що слідство яке велося по 
лінії MBC відпрацьовувало лише цю версію — 
дорожньо-транспортна пригода. 

Однак, на нашу думку, такого унікального 
збігу випадковостей - та ще й до того втрати 
контролю над собою у абсолютно нормальній 
ситуації водія «Камазу» - просто не могло бути. 
Ніхто не може сказати, який збіг випадковостей 
змусив «Камаз» розгортатися в такому місті де 
розворот для нього самого був дуже небезпечний. 
Чому цей розворот робився коли він бачив позаду 
фари авто яке наближалося? Чому інші особи, 
які були в кабіні, не зупиняли зустрічний транс- 
порт даючи можливість безпечно розвернутися? 
Що робив на місці пригоди Камаз, який мав 
вже бути далеко по дорозі на Волинь? Є багато, 
багато інших запитань, які збігом обставин 
пояснити абсолютно не можливо. 

Виглядає, що все таки були певні запляновані 
дії, однак, доказів ми поки-що додати не можемо. 
Але, ми сподіваємося, що слідство ці варіянти 
буде розглядати. 

Л.С. Як триває для РУХу виборча кампанія 
напередодні Президентських виборів? Чи є 
консолідація у лавах РУХУ, враховуючи останні 
розкольницькі події? 

Ю. K.: Це дуже складне для нас питання. 
Справа в тому, що цей заколот організований 
паном Костенком та його прихильниками - був 
першим сильним ударом по РУХові, а другим 
трагічним ударом була загибель В'ячеслава 


Чорновола. Ї на превеликий жаль сьогодні ні 
яких бажань для пошуку компромісу та спільних 
точок дотику - з боку наших опонентів ми не 
маємо. Навпаки, зусилля з метою знайти порозу- 
міння натикаються на агресивні дії з їх боку." 
Це і достатньо брудні публікації в пресі. Це і 
відмова сідати за стіл переговорів. Це і скарга 
в суд на Міністерство юстиції яке зареєструвало 
зміни і доповнення до Статуту Народного РУХУ, 
прийняті на з'їзді під керівництвом Вячеслава 
Чорновола. Це і багато інших речей які абсо- 
лютно не сприяють такому порозумінню... 

Однак, Народний РУХ України все одно шукає 
розширення антикомуністичного фронту і ми 
вже завершуємо переговори про створення блоку 
з кількома партіями право-центриського спряму- 
вання. 

І. С: Про які саме партії йде мова? 

Ю. К.: Йдеться, в першу чергу, про Партію 
Реформи і Порядок, яку очолює Віктор Пензеник, 
про Республіканську Християнську Партію, яку 
очолює Микола Поровський. Ane, ми також 
ведемо переговори і з іншими, про якщо можливе 
не входження до блоку то принаймі створення 
коаліції з підтримки нашого кандидата на 
Президентських виборах. 

І. С.: Генадій Удовенко, на Вашу думку, має 
перспективи перемоги? 

Ю. К.: Той факт, що Він вже сьогодні у 
багатьох регіонах входить до «пятірки» кращих, 
а у Києві він є третім у рейтингу - не проводячи 
фактично жодних кампаній як проводять інші 
претенденти, свідчить про те, що у нього є 
дуже великий потенціял і ми вважаємо, що у 
нього є всі підстави вийти у другий тур. А в 
другому турі вже побачимо як буде... 

І. С: Команда Євгена Марчука, ще одного 
кандидата на посаду Президента України, скар- 
житься на те, що офіційні мас-медіа замовчують 
його як кандидата на посаду голови держави. 
Чи з Генадієм Удовенком така-ж сумна історія? 

Ю. K.: Я гадаю, що порівняно з Євгеном 
Марчуком (у розпорядженні якого є дві газети 
«День» і «Зеркало неделі») - у Генадія Удовенка 
є на що нарікати. На превеликий жаль, ми 
зустрічаємося з незрозумілою позицією засобів 
масової інфорамції. Скажімо, остання прес- 
конференція Генадія Удовенка була або обійдена 
мовчанкою незважаючи на присутність величезної 
кількості журналістів - або її (результати були 
передані у викривленому вигляді. | чесно кажучи, 
ми зараз аналізуємо, що може стати причиною 
цього і кому це вигідно. Враховуючи події які 
відбуваються навколо Народного РУХу України 
- я гадаю, що замало знайдеться сміливих 
стверджувати, що все це лише випадковий збіг 
обставин. Мабуть все таки потужна право- 
центриська національно орієнтована партія НРУ 
для багатьох є перешкодою і небезпекою. 

I. С: I останнє запитання. Які пляни має 
фракція НРУ у парляменті? 

Ю. К.: Ми далі будемо продовжувати працювати 
для того щоби захищати державність України, її 
незалежність, її европейську орієнтацію і будемо 
працювати для того, щоби стимулювати еконо- 
мічні реформи в нашій державі. 

Ми переконані, що страшний стан у якому 
опинився український народ - ця затяжна 
економічна криза - це є наслідком нерішучості 
реформ, їх гальмування, їх не проведення, їх 
відсутності. Скоріше тривають розмови про 
реформи а не реальне реформування економіки. 
Ми намагаємося стимулювати це реформування... 


Компанія «ЛУК-Сінтез Ойл 
Лімітед» переможцем 


(Прес центр - «Південь»)- Одеса. Компанія 
«ЛУК-Сінтез Ойл Лімітед» оголошена 
переможцем конкурсу на купівлю контрольного 
пакунку (51.9%) акцій Одеського 
нафтопереробного заводу. 

Участь кампанії у акціонерному капіталі 
Одеського нафтопереробного заводу дозволить 
значно поширити ринки збуту нафтопродуктів в 
Україні та низці інших країн СНД, а також 
більш активно використовувати потужності заводу 
для переробки нафти з Казахстану, Азербайджану. 

Одеський нафтопереробний завод, потужності 
якого складають 3,8 мільйонів тон нафти в рік, 
спеціялізується на виробництві автомобільної 
бензини, дизельного палива, мазуту, нафтобітуму, 


зжиженого газу і займає четверте місце в Україні 
з обсягів переробки нафти. Сировина на 
Нафтопереробний завод надходить нафтопроводом 
Кременчуг-Снегірівка- Одеса. 

У 1994 році під час реконструкції на заводі 
було споруджено блоки гидроочищення дизельного 
та реактивного палива. 

За умовами конкурсу, компанії «ЛУК- 
Сінтез Ойл Лімітед» зобов'язана, зокрема, 
протягом року інвестувати 1,2 мільйона долярів 
США в реконструкцію Одеського нафтоперероб- 
ного заводу, а також протягом п'яти років 
постачати на переробку 2,4 мільйона тон нафти 
щорічно. 
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Internment exhibit opens in Victoria 


By Kari Moore 

The Royal British Columbia Museum and Victoria’s 
Ukrainian Canadian community are co-sponsoring an 
important retrospective on the treatment of over 5500 
Ukrainian Canadians who were placed in internment 
camps between 1914 and 1920. 

The barbed wire solution — Canada’s internment 
operations of Ukrainians 1914-1920 is an exhibition 
of documents, photographs, personal memoirs and cor- 
respondence, which will be featured in the museum’s 
Clifford Carl Hall between April 15 to June 30th. 

April 15, the Royal BC Museum officially launched 
the exhibit with a ribbon cutting ceremony. Master of 
Ceremonies, Pat Sembaliuk set the tone when she in- 
troduced the singing trio by saying that music and song 
is the soul of the Ukrainian people. The trio chose songs 
by Ukraine’s favourite poet Taras Shevchenko, whose 
words lamented the longing and love for his beloved 
Ukraine and Dnipro River. 

The Museum’s Vice-President Grant Hughes wel- 
comed the audience and expressed pleasure at being 
able to bring this little known part of Canadian history 
to the people of Victoria and British Columbia. 

Spearheading this initiative to bring the Exhibit to 
Victoria was Kari Moore, President of the Ukrainian 
Professional & Business Association. Moore addressed 
her comments to the memory of the internees that suf- 
fered the indignity of internment as enemy aliens. She 
acknowledged that these unfortunate immigrants paid 
the ultimate price of losing their freedom in a country 
that invited them and promised them work and free- 
dom. 

“When World War I was declared, history changed 
their world overnight as they became enemy aliens to 
be feared and unjustly interned, where they suffered 
unimagined shame and confusion barricaded behind 
barbed wire fences,” said Moore. 

For years they carried the stigma of becoming un- 
wanted citizens. 

“We can only image”, continued Moore “how. they 
endured internment, discrimination, disenfranchisement 
and untold misery. How with their pioneer spirit and 
enduring stamina these Ukrainian forefather and moth- 
ers in time reclaimed their citizenship and today the 
Ukrainian diaspora is a million strong.” 

The key-note speaker, Dr. Paul Thomas, professor 
of geography and education at the University of 
Victoria, explored the Ukrainian immigrants devastat- 
ing history in the European arena, and the social, eco- 
nomic and political circumstances leading to Canada’s 
first use of the War Measures Act. 

Prof. Thomas recounted the tragedy that the Ukrai- 
nians were forced to endure in the 20th century. 

“Tn the present century, 25 million Ukrainians have 
died unnatural deaths. The region of Ukraine has been 
the principle killing field in two world wars. It has also 
experienced two civil wars, three genocidal famines, 
and the purging hand of Joseph Stalin.” 

The question arises as to why Ukrainian Canadians 
were interned in the first place? Dr. Thomas contin- 
ued. 

“These Ukrainian Canadian internees had had the 
misfortune of having to require to obtains Austrian 
passports prior to coming to Canada.” Prior to World 
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War I, Ukrainians were a people without a nation. 
Canada, on the other hand, was a nation without people. 
As immigrants, they had not imposed themselves on 
Canada, but had come at the.express invitation of the 
Canadian government. Canadian land agents spread 
fantastic stories about what a heavenly paradise Canada 
was. Lured by false promises, 171,000 Ukrainians en- 
tered Canada between 1896 and 1914. In coming, they 
left behind most of the their belongings, their soil, their 
friends and their culture. In exchange, they were to be 
greeted with isolation and social contempt. The Cana- 
dian establishment vitally needed their backbreaking 
labour to develop the national infrastructure in agri- 
culture, mining, logging, industry and transportation. 
But their presence was not desired; for the sight of il- 
literate peasants in sheepskin coats, reeking of garlic, 
was somehow perceived as a threat to English civiliza- 
tion. 

What were the hidden agendas? TCanadian Prime 
Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier had lost power in the gen- 
eral election of 1911. His economic boom was followed 
by an economic recession. With increasing unemploy- 
ment and longer soup lines, the authorities feared labour 
unrest. 

With the outbreak of war in 1914, Canada’s first War 
measures Act was passed. 80,000 Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans, whether naturalized or not, were forced to register 
themselves as “enemy aliens”, to report to the Domin- 
ion Police on a regular basis, to pay money to have 
their ID cards stamped. 5500 were interned in concen- 
tration camps for use as forced labour. 

After 1916, the government realized that the national 
labour-shortage, arising from the war, could be solved 
by exploiting the internees for hewing trees, clearing 
roads, working in mines and mills. Some of this labour 
was contracted out to private enterprise, wherein the 
workers might receive 5% of their preinternment wages. 
In effect, the government was confiscating their earn- 
ings. Ottawa had already confiscated their personal 
property which has never been returned to this day. 

In 1917, then Prime Minister Borden passed the elec- 
tions Act, disenfranchising all Ukrainians. Borden was 
afraid that the Ukrainian Canadians, being the largest 
non-Anglo, non-French voting block, might put Laurier 
and the Liberals back into power. 

For the largest part of the last 200 years, Ukrainians 
were indeed a stateless people. Between 1914 and 1920, 
Canadian Ukrainians were not allowed to be Canadi- 
ans. Nor were they allowed to have their Ukrainian 
origins recognized, even when 10,000 of them enlisted 
in the Canadian Armed Forces. 

Professor Thomas summarized by saying “‘the present 
exhibit is not intended as a declaration of victimhood; 
because the Ukrainian Canadians are not interested in 
playing the victim game, or monopolizing anyone’s 
empathy circuits.” 

“The exhibit enjoins us to treat other people as we 
ourselves would like to be treated. Some of the expenses 
of our greater present-day understanding were borne 
by the humiliation, suffering and scars of the internees 
we are commemorating. if we forget that, then their 
sufferings were in vain. But as long as we remember 
the historical sacrifices of all our cultural communi- 
ties, then Canada itself will be remembered as one of 
the most successful nation-states in human history — 
a State that achieved unity and greatness through the 
tolerance and fusion of human energy, however diverse 
its origin.” 

This exhibit is brought to Victoria by the Ukrainian 
Professional & Business Association of Victoria and 
the Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation 
Centre in Toronto, and sponsored by Shaol Point De- 
velopment 


Bonnyville students 


help feed 
Ukraine’s hungry 


(Bonnyville Nouvelle/UkrNews)—Instead of just cringing when 
they see pictures of starving children, the students of H.E. Bourgoin 
School in Bonnyville have decided to do something about it. 

Since Christmas, the students have collected over 3,000 UPC codes 
from Dairyland cartons, which will feed two children in Ukraine for 
one month. 

Bonnyville, a town of 5,000 with a sizeable population of Ukrai- 
nian origin, is located 250 kilometres northeast of Edmonton. 

“This is one way people can help do something about the problem, 
and it doesn’t cost anything,” says teacher Genia Leskiw. “We could 
have chosen a project that benefits ourselves, but we want to make a 
difference to hungry children.” 

The Dairyland Caring For Kids Fund allows two cents for each 
UPC code to be used in a fundraiser for children’s programs. Schools 
collect the codes in batches of 1,500, which they send to Dairyland. 
Dairyland sends back $30, and the school uses the money for the 
project of their choice. 

“The codes get thrown away, or sent to the recycling bin, anyway. 
It would be so easy to cut the codes off and drop them off at the 
school, or give them to one of the HEB Bears,” Leskiw says. “If all 
400 children in the school were to collect six UPC codes each week, 
over a school year, we could feed over 60 hungry children.” 

Students chose to help supply the Soup Kitchens being set up by 
Edmonton’s Ukrainian Social Services branch in Ukraine. To date, 
there are only four such Soup Kitchens, and many more are needed. ~ 
It takes $1,000 to set up one kitchen, and $30 per month to feed one 
person a bowl of soup and a piece of bread per day. People can also 
sponsor a soup kitchen for $1,000. 

“The hardest hit are the elderly and the children,” Leskiw says. 
“We can’t help all the starving children in the wold, but this is just 
one little thing we can do to help.” 

Dairyland accepts UPC codes from products such as milk, yogurt, 
ice cream, sour cream, cottage cheese and juices. 
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Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 


слідкують за подіями в Україні? 
Якщо Hi, TO: | 
oN їм передплату н 
«Українські вісті» | 


зуксайної вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. 

Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, а ми вислемо газету 
разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 
Доручаю передплату на 

будь ласка, на таку адресу: 


примірників. Вишліть, 


Name: 
Address 


City 


Це дарунок від: 


ЦІНИ: В Канаді: 
1 рік (24 примірники): $32.50 (ea) 
2 роки (48 при Heer $60.00 (Кан.) 
ціна включає ПТО ["GST")) 
Поза Канадою: 
Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: 
Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 
Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 
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Минає 13-та річниця Чорнобильської катастрофи 


(Посольство України в Канаді)- Минає 13-та річниця 
Чорнобильської катастрофи. Біда, яка сталась вночі 
26 квітня 1986 року неподалік старовинного 
українського містечка Чорнобиля, назавжди залишиться 
в пам'яті людей як застереження того, що науково- 
технічний прогрес може приносити і гіркі плоди. 
Людство ще не знало техногенно-екологічної 
катастрофи таких масштабів. 

Незважаючи на тяжке економічне становище, Україна 
продовжує зазнавати величезних фінансових витрат 
на реабілітацію природного середовища та захист 
постраждалого населення, що в окремі роки сягають 
10 відсотків річного бюджету. 

Як держава, що відчула на собі увесь трагізм ядерної 
катастрофи, Україна з розумінням ставиться до 
занепокоєння громадськості світу з приводу 
продовження експлуатації Чорнобильського АЕС. 
Зважаючи на це, Україна прийняла непросто політичне 
рішення про дострокове виведення з експлуатації ЧАЕС 
до 2000 року за умов отримання адекватної і своєчасної 
фінансової і технічної допомоги. 

Розв'язання проблеми виведення ЧАЕС з експлуатації 
розглядається українською стороною в контексті 
Меморандуму про взаєморозуміння між Урядом України, 
Урядами країн «Великої сімки» та Комісією 
Европейського Співтовариства щодо закриття ЧАЕС, 
який було укладено 20.12.95 р. в м. Оттава (Канада). 

Україна послідовно виконує всі зобов'язання, взяті 
нею згідно з Меморандумом щодо закриття 
Чорнобильської АЕС. На виконання його умов у 


rom Ukraine 
egment 
junity News 


CALL Jurij Klufas at: 1-(416) 410-1155 


Fax Your community announcements to Kontakt (416) 762- 4880 | 


1996 році було зупинено 1-й енергоблок ЧАЕС, а 
минулого місяця Уряд України затвердив рішення щодо 
дострокової зупинки 2-го енергоблоку. 

В березні 1999 року Кабінетом Міністрів України 
прийнято рішення про пріоритетне фінансування всіх 
заходів, пов'язаних із виведенням Чорнобильської АЕС 
з експлуатації та забезпеченням вимог ядерної, 
радіяційно, пожежної та загальної безпеки зупинених 
енергоблоків, а також української частини внесків в 
реалізацію пляну перетворення об'єкту «Укриття» в 
екологічно безпечну систему. Неухильно дотримуючись 
умов Меморандуму, Україна має всі підстави 
розраховувати на таке ж ставлення до нього і з боку 
інших сторін. 

Проте, Уряд України констатує, що незважаючи на 
певні позитивні зрушення у виконанні Меморандуму 
про взаєморозуміння щодо закриття ЧАЕС, реалізацію 
проєктів підвищення рівня ядерної безпеки 3-го 
енергоблоку Чорнобильської АЕС та стабілізації 
об'єкту «Укриття», поки що не залучено значних 
інвестицій для вирішення комплексу цих проблем. Їз 
1,8 млрд. дол. США, які мали надійти від країн Заходу 
для розвитку енергетичного сектору України, на 
сьогодні фінансуються лише два проєкти на загальну 
суму 24,3 млн. дол. США. 

Особливу стурбованість української сторони викликає 
стан справ із кредитуванням добудови енергоблоків 
Рівненської та Хмельницької AEC, основних 
енергетичних об'єктів для заміщення блоків ЧАЕС, 
яке на даний час не здійснюється. 


Україна, відмовившись від експлуатації двох блоків 
ЧАЕС, втратила 2000 МВт без введення в дію жодних 
компенсуючих потужностей. Тому головною проблемою 
остаточної зупинки 3-го енергоблоку, тобто - 
фактичного закриття ЧАЕС, є пошук коштів для 
спорудження таких потужностей. 

Не менш важливою складовою розв'язання проблеми 
закриття ЧАЕС є реалізація пляну побудови захисної" 
споруди над зруйнованим 4-м енергоблоком станції. 
На сьогоднішній день у Фонд «Укриття» зібрано 393,72 
млн. дол. США, що становить половину потрібної 
суми. Уряд України вважає за необхідне забезпечення 
якнайшвидшого наповнення Чорнобильського фонду 
«Укриття» до зазначеної суми, головним чином шляхом 
збору коштів за рахунок бюджетів країн-жертводавців, 
зокрема, держав «Великої сімки», а також через 
залучення внесків приватного сектору. 

Адекватної фінансової підтримки потребує виконання 
й інших положень Меморандуму, зокрема, вирішення 
соціяльних проблем, пов'язаних із достроковим 
закриттям Чорнобильської АЕС. 

Уряд України, із задоволенням відзначаючи зростаючу 
чисельність держав світу, які дедалі глибше 
усвідомлюють глобальність аварії на ЧАЕС і 
прилучаються до Чорнобильської проблематики, 
висловлює сподівання, що поєднання зусиль міжнародної 
спільноти сприятиме розв'язанню згаданих нагальних 
проблем Чорнобиля і подоланню наслідків цієї 
найбільшої в історії людства техногенної катастрофи. 


Коротко 


Лабораторія 

припинила перевірки 
(КБУВ) - Уже два тижні як одеська 
вірусологічна лабораторія припинила 
перевірки тестування на виявлення 
вірусу імунодефіциту. Причина - 
брак коштів. Через це не проходять 
тестування на синдром набутого іму- 
нодефіциту навіть ті, для кого такий 
порядок обов'язковий - лікарі, ново- 
народжені діти матерів, заражених 
вірусом, вагітні жінки. Одеса вже 
багато років займає перше місце за 
кількістю інфікованих вірусом. 


Розрахункі за 


заборговану зарплату 
(Прес центр - «Південь»)- Одещина. 
Своєрідний приклад розрахунків за 
заборговану заробітну плату та пенсії 
застосували у Велико-Михайлівсь- 
кому районі Одеської області. Тут 
проведено спеціялізований ярмарок 
для пенсіонерів. Його мета - хоча- 
б частково ліквідувати заборгованість 
перед Пенсійним фондом. Найбільші 
боржники - Колективні сільськогос- 
подарські підприємства. Їм запропо-- 
новано розрахуватися з пенсіонерами 
хто чим може - крупами, борошном, 
олією, тощо. 


Оновлено 


Республіканську дошку 
(КБУВ) - 30 квітня в Сімферополі 
урочисто оновлено Республіканську 
дошку пошани. На ній - імена трид- 
цяти так званих «передовиків вироб-- 
ництва» та назви тридцяти зразкових 
підприємств. Так заохочували удар-- 
ників комуністичної праці в радянські 
часи. Спікер кримського парляменту 
і лідер місцевих комуністів Леонід Грач 
висловив побажання, щоб про цю тра- 
дицію згадали «в кожному колективі, 
заводі, акціонерному товаристві». 


Вірус «Чорнобиль» поширився 
(КБУВ) - Комп'ютерний вірус СІН 
(або «Чорнобиль») - зараз найпо- 
ширеніший на території колишнього 
СРСР, вважають експерти. Lei 
небезпечний вірус активізувався в 
ніч на двадцять шосте квітня, коли 
виповнилося тринадцять років від 
Чорнобильської аварії, і в Україні 
вивів з ладу десятки тисяч комп'ю- 
терів. Вірус переноситься у файлах 
з розширенням ехе, які працюють 
в середовищі Microsoft Windows i 
стирає всю інформацію Ha жорстких 
дисках. 


«Чо ськ садно 
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The stricken reactor at Chornobyl encased in its sarcophagus. 


Experts concerned about 
radioactive dust at Chornobyl 


By Ron Synovitz 

(RFE/RL)—International nuclear safety experts say 
they are worried about a mysterious increase of radio- 
active dust inside the protective shelter that covers 
Chornobyl’s reactor number four, the unit where an 
explosion 13 years ago caused the world’s worst civil- 
jan nuclear catastrophe. 

The experts are apprehensive that if a fire ignites in- 
side the sarcophagus, a huge cloud of the contaminated 
dust could be released into the air and spread radioac- 
tive fallout on a magnitude not seen since the Chornoby1 
disaster itself. 

With evidence that part of Chornobyl’s protective 
encasement also is crumbling, international experts are 
issuing an urgent call for emergency repairs to prevent 
another major nuclear disaster there. 

Lars Larsson, the nuclear safety director for the Eu- 
ropean Bank for Reconstruction and Development, said 
the concerns were raised in Ukraine this month by an 
International Advisory Group that guides funding de- 
cisions for Chornobyl safety projects. 

“For some reason, the quantity of this dust has been 
increasing. Whereas a couple of years ago, the esti- 
mate was that there was approximately one ton of the 
dust, the most recent report suggests that we now have 
between 30 and 40 tons of radioactive dust within the 
(existing) shelter. This structure is in very bad condi- 
tion and the reason we are concerned is really what 
this structure contains.” 

Speaking at the EBRD’s board meeting in London 
this month, Larsson said there is now “enormous time 
pressure” to reinforce the protective structure over re- 
actor four at Chornobyl. 

The hastily built concrete sarcophagus covers 160 
tons of molten nuclear fuel — a mixture of radioactive 
waste, concrete and graphite debris left over from the 
disaster in 1986. Like the growing amount of radioac- 
tive dust inside, Larsson described this deadly molten 
mixture as an “unknown substance” that has never be- 
fore been dealt with by mankind. But he said it is known 
that tons of material inside the shelter are combustible. 

In the bottom areas of the sarcophagus, there also 
are thousands of cubic metres of radioactive water. 
According to the latest studies, this water has not con- 
taminated the ground water supply around Chornobyl. 
But Larsson warned that the consequences of any wa- 
ter leakage would be catastrophic for Ukraine. 

The nearby Dnipro River supplies drinking water to 
70 percent of the Ukrainian population as it flows from 
Chornobyl past Kyiv and on to the Black Sea. 

Larsson said many of the problems with Chornobyl’s 


Ukraine marks 


Chornobyl anniversary 


(RFE/RL)— Despite all difficulties, the state is 
trying to pursue every opportunity to help and sup- 
port those [affected] by Chornobyl,’ UNIAN 
quoted President Kuchma as saying at a April 26 
ceremony to open a new wing of the Centre for 


Radiation Medicine. 

The same day, some 1,000 people laid wreaths 
at the Kyiv memorial to those who died after tak- 
ing part in the Chornobyl clean-up. 

According to a Health Ministry report, a total of 
4,365 people of those involved in the clean-up have 
died since the 1986 accident. The same report says 
167,653 Ukrainians have died as a result of dis- 
eases either directly caused or exacerbated by the 
accident. 


existing shelter stem from the difficulty of building it 
quickly in an emergency situation during which work- 
ers were subjected to deadly radiation. 

“Tt has been built in a typical Soviet ‘super-human’ 
style, engaging approximately 400,000 people — ex- 
perts, soldiers, workers. It was built without any de- 
sign basis because (under the emergency situation of 
1986) the design basis simply was not there. It (also) 
was built using remote technologies because the radia- 
tion was too high to really come close to the structure.” 

In the last 18 months, a 10-year repair project has 
been launched to make the giant sarcophagus safer and 
more stable. The project is being financed through the 
Срогпобу! Shelter Fund. Although that fund is admin- 
istered by the EBRD, it is not a commercial project 
and draws no money from the bank. The estimated $760 
million for the repairs is to come in the form of grants. 
The largest contributors so far are the United States, 
the European Union and Ukraine. About 20 other coun- 
tries also are contributing. 

About US$400 million already has been received by 
the Chornobyl Shelter Fund —enough for the planning 
phase and emergency repairs to get underway. The 
EBRD says there is enough money to keep the work 
going until the year 2001. By then, the bank hopes the 
rest of the financing will have been made available. 

During the last year, broken support beams for the 
shelter’s huge ventilation stack already have been re- 
paired, and designers have drawn up plans for the criti- 
cal task of reinforcing the roof of the sarcophagus. 

The first of several enormous cranes has been erected 
at the site. Contracts also have been signed with 30 
firms from Russia, Ukraine and western countries on 
engineering, licensing and managing the project. 

But EBRD Vice President Joachim Jahnke says some 
steps still must be taken before major repair work can 
begin. He said contractors still need guarantees about 
the nuclear materials their workers will be exposed to 
while repairing the shelter. Insurance companies also 
must be found that are willing to underwrite the health 
risks to engineers and construction workers. 

Meanwhile, the EBRD-administered Nuclear Safety 
Account has been extended for another three years in a 
move that clears the way for disbursing about $130 
million in aid already committed for decommissioning 
other units at Chornobyl. 

Neither Lithuania’s Ignalina nuclear plant nor 
Bulgaria’s Kozloduy power station will get additional 
money under the extension. The EBRD also says none 
of the funds will be used to extend the service of nuclear 
plants that are scheduled for closure. 

Larsson said European officials still expect Ukraine 
to close Chornoby] entirely by the end of next year and 
to finish decommissioning the facility by the year 2002. 

But the government in Kyiv has demanded loans to 
complete new reactors at Khmelnytsky and Rivne to 
replace electricity production lost by the closure of 
Chornobyl. 

The EBRD has not yet decided whether to disburse 
any loans for Khmelnytsky and Rivne. Bank Vice Presi- 
dent Charles Frank says the earliest that Kyiv could 
meet criteria to receive EBRD financing for those 
projects is mid-July. He said barter payments must be 
reduced for electricity usage in Ukraine, where only 
about two percent of electricity from nuclear plants is 
paid for in cash. The low ratio of cash payments raises 
concern about corruption in the energy sector, as well 
as doubts about Kyiv’s ability to repay the loans. 

The EBRD also is demanding what Frank called “‘real 
privatization” of energy distribution firms before ap- 
proving loans for Khmelnytsky and Rivne. 


Kuchma signs edict on 
protection of morals 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma has signed an edict 
on “developing spirituality, protecting morals, and establishing a healthy 
way of life,” Ukrainian Television reported on April 28. 

The document sets up a nationwide body, headed by Deputy Premier 
Valeriy Smoliy, to coordinate the edict’s implementation. 

Among other things, the cabinet and local authorities are ordered to 
take urgent measures to prevent the “propaganda of violence” in the me- 
dia and the dissemination of pornography. 

“The edict is by no means intended to return to the former times [in 
Ukraine] of censorship or bans of a political or ideological character,” 


Smoliy commented. 


Ukrainian Greens split 


(JF Monitor)—The number of 
Ukraine’s political parties continues 
to rise — typically by splits within 
established parties. 

Latest among these are the envi- 
ronmentalists — the Greens — fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of Rukh, the 
Social Democrats, the Liberal and 
Democratic parties. Next on the list 
is undoubtedly the so-called “party 
of power,” the People’s Democratic 
Party. 

The pattern runs to form: An “or- 
thodox” faction splits from а typi- 
cally stronger majority, accusing it 
of “selling” ideology to the 
nouveaux riche; these — entering 
politics to protect their business in- 
terests — need political connections 
to promote their goals in the corri- 
dors of power and turn to established 
parties to get it. 

On April 24, dissenters from the 
Green Party of Ukraine (PZU), led 
by Orest Melnikov, founded the 
Ukrainian Green Party in Lviv. One 
of Melnikov’s followers told Ukrai- 
nian media that “the Green Party has 
split into two groups, the defenders 
of the environment and the defend- 
ers of monetary interests.” 

Melnikov’s “defenders of the en- 
vironment” claimed that they are 
supported by 14 regional organiza- 
tions of the PZU. The party’s cen- 
tral leadership, headed by the PZU 
parliament caucus chairman, Vitaliy 
Kononoy, is backed by 13. 
Копопоу, however, said that the dis- 
senters are supported by only two 
regional branches of the party. The 


PARIK 


IMEMORI 


Melnikov’s group, accusing the 
PZU leadership of “selling out the 
party,” was expelled from it on April 
17: 

The PZU kept a low political pro- 
file until the parliamentary elections 
in March 1998, when the environ- 
mentalists caused a sensation by 
reaping over five percent of the vote 
and getting the fourth-largest repre- 
sentation in parliament among the 
parties. The Greens owed their suc- 
cess not only to the protest vote of 
those disillusioned with traditional 
politicos who were attracted by 
PZU’s environmentalist slogans and 
populist promises of less words and 
more action. The party had one of 
the richest campaigns, with finan- 
cial backing by a group of bankers 
and entrepreneurs who subsequently 
were elected in parliament on the 
PZU ticket. PZU’s parliamentary 
faction is generally believed to be 
strongly influenced by one of 
Ukraine’s “oligarchs” and media 
tycoons, Vadim Rabinovych. 
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Pozdinakova fails 
to win third 
marathon title 


(UkrNews)—For the first time in the last three years, 44-year-old 
Ukrainian, Tatyana Pozdinakova failed to take the top spot in the 
Women’s CVS/pharmacy-Marathon, held in Cleveland, May 2. 

The two-time defending champion ran a strong race (finishing sec- 
ond in 2:34:13) but not strong enough to overtake Russian Firaya 
Sultanova-Zhdonova (38) who won the title in 2:32:38. 

The crown did not come without adversity, though. At about the 23 
mile mark, Zhdonova had to literally stop at a water station because 
of severe cramping. Fortunately she had built up nearly a two minute 
lead on Pozdinakova and third place finisher Zinalada Semenova (36) 
of Russia (2:35:11) and fought off her pain for the victory. 

“I knew Tatyana was behind me, but I didn’t panic. We have raced 
before and I know her well,’” said Zhdonova. 

“T thought I prepared well for this race, but the weather just wouldn’t 
let me push the pace. I had to drink constantly throughout the course,’” 
said Pozdinakova. 

In the Women’s 10-kilometre race, Ukraine’s Olena Viazova (39) 
finished third in 33:31. 

Winner Jane Ngotho (29) of Kenya left no doubt as to who would 
be the champion at the end. Leading the race from start to finish, she 
easily outdistanced the field, crossing the line in 33:10. Breeda 
Dennehy Willis (29) of Ireland finished second in 33:24. 


Israeli star set to 
return to Kyiv 


(Myckola’s Ukrainian Soccer Page)—Andriy Bal, the most famous soc- 
cer player ever to play in Israel, will be returning to his native Kyiv soon. 

Bal, who joined Maccabi Tel Aviv from Dynamo Kyiv nine years ago, 
played for the Soviet Union at the 1982 World Cup in Spain, scoring a 
memorable goal against Brazil. 

Bal has decided to leave Israel because he has been unable to find a job 
since being fired as coach of Maccabi Herzliya midway through the cur- 
rent season. 

“T haven’t got a job and that’s not a pleasant feeling. Now по one wants 
to know me, no one calls me. I can’t do this to my wife and son. I want to 
coach, but since I left Herzliya I haven’t had any offers and from what I 
see, I will not be getting offers for next season. Ill be back in Kyiv within 
two or three weeks.” 

Bal was brought to play in Israel in 1990 by then-chair of the club Danny 
Lauper. 

He played with Maccabi for three seasons and, unlike many of the other 
overseas players in Israel, did not leave during the Gulf War. 

While he was playing for Bnei Yehuda, Giora Speigel took him north to 
Maccabi Haifa, where he was assistant coach and, later, head coach of the 
youth teams. 

He was offered the chance last year to coach his beloved Dynamo Kyiv, 
but chose to remain in Israel and took over the helm at Maccabi Herzliya. 

With the club floundering at the foot of the table, Bal made way for 
Shiya Faigenbaum. 

“T love Israel,” said Bal, “I feel at home here. However popular I may 
be here, I can’t stay here if I can’t get a job in soccer. I’m going back to 
Kyiv, even though I don’t have a firm offer there.” 
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Russia eliminates Ukraine in 


World Hockey 


Ottawa Senator Alexei Yashin rediscovered his scor- 
ing touch at the ice hockey world championships on 
May 4, collecting a pair of goals in Russia’s 4-1 win 
over Ukraine, in Hamar, Norway. 

The result eliminated Ukraine from playoff conten- 
tion in the tournament as it left the team in fourth place 
in Group D with zero points. 

Ukraine has one game remaining — with Belarus — 
but even if it was to win that one, the team would be 
unable to catch either Finland, which leads the group 
with four points, or second-place Russia, which has 
three. 

Only the top two teams in each of the four groups 
advance to the playoffs. 

This is the first time Ukraine is participating in the 
World Hockey Championship, although the country did 
take part in two World Junior Championships. 

On May 2 Montreal Canadien Saku Koivu scored 
twice to lead Finland to a 3-1 victory over Ukraine. 

Despite the loss, it was an impressive performance 
by the Ukrainians who showed little respect for the 
Olympic bronze medallists and last year’s world cham- 
pionship runners-up. 

They piled up 30 minutes in penalties, compared to 
just two for the Finns. 

But, in the end, the Ukrainians paid for their indis- 
cretions. Los Angeles King Olli Jokinen and Koivu fi- 
nally put the contest away with third period goals. 

After a scoreless first period, the teams traded goals 
in the second. 

Ukraine quietened the large contingent of Finnish 


Championship 


Supporters by getting on the scoreboard first when 
Serhiy Klymentiev’s blast from the point eluded a badly 
sighted Ari Sulander, reported Reuters. 

Koivu answered for the Finns just two minutes later 
when he was left unmarked at the side of the Ukraine 
net. He redirected Kimmo Timonen’s low shot into the 
corner. 


World Hockey Championship 


Standings as of May 5 

Group A 

СР У Т І GF GA TP 
Сапада з 3. 0-052 a6 6 
Slovakia a | QQ 4 с То 2 
Norway 2) 1 Ope 7 1Gene?) 
Italy 3) 0 nO) сезону 
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Sweden pee 7X0) МО) D2. 74 
Latvia 2 1 OPS les ПМ 22 
Switzerland 2 1 0 1 о 2 
France 2 OY @ 2 Go 2 (0) 
Group C 
Caney 3 93° OO. 25 & — 5 
USA Br ne OF re рю С 
Austria 2-= 10 307 4 2 ДЕНО 
Japan 2. SOP a nS es] One 
Group D 
Finland 2 DO OL ae ee ame 
Russia 2 1 1 0 56 З 3) 
Belarus дл 1 1 3 6 1 
Ukraine 2 340970 0080 р 


Ukrainian Origin players after 
the first round of NHL playoffs 


(Dryconcom)—Ukrainian origin players in the first 
round of the 1999 NHL playoffs were represented in 
10 of the 16 teams. The top scorers were Tkachuk 
(Phoenix) and Khristich (Boston) with 4 points each. 
They were far behind Sakic (Colorado) with 12 points, 
the top scorer in round one of the playoffs. 

Ukrainian origin players scored only five goals in 
round one, a poor showing compared to the regular 
season. The scorers were Andreychuk (N.J.) with two, 
and Tkachuk (Phoenix), Zhitnik (Buffalo) and 
Andrusak (Pittsburg) with one each. 

In assists, Khristich (Boston) leads with four, fol- 
lowed by Tkachuk with three and Sydor (Dallas) and 
Tverdovsky (Phoenix) with two each. 

The top plus/minus players were Werenka (Pittsburg) 
and Tverdovsky with +3 each. At the other end of the 
scale is Tkachuk (with -3. He also leads in penalty min- 
utes with 13, followed by Zhitnik with eight. 

In the second round, the eight teams playing will in- 
clude some 12 Ukrainian origin players (on six teams). 


Key roles will be played by Khristich and Zhitnik in 
the Boston-Buffalo series, and Sydor when Dallas plays 
St. Louis. In addition, players to watch include Werenka 
for Pittsburg and Matvichuk for Dallas. 


Ukrainian Origin Hockey Players in the NHL 

(1999 Playoffs - First Round) 

GP G A Pts +/- PIM 

Tkachuk (Phoenix) 4 =3e 4S 
Khristich (Boston) 
Andreychuk (N.J.) 
Zhitnik (Buffalo) 
Sydor (Dallas) 
Tverdovsky (Phoenix) 
Andrusak (Pittsburg) 
Werenka (Pittsburg) 
Patrick (Buffalo) 
Matvichuk (Dallas) 
Hrkac (Dallas) 
Lukowich (Dallas) 
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Newcastle United signs Dynamo's Luzny 


(Myckola’s Ukrainian Soccer Page)—Newcastle 
United have completed the £2 million (C$4.8 million) 
signing of Dynamo Kyiv defender Oleh Luzhny. 

The 30-year-old Ukrainian has agreed a four-year 
deal, believed to be worth just over £1 million a year, 


subject to a medical examination. 

Newcastle won’t have any problems securing a work 
permit as Luzhny has started in nine out of 12 of the 
Ukraine’s international matches which satisfies the De- 
partment of Employment’s requirements. 


UKRAINIAN PREMIER 
SOCCER DIVISION 
Standings May 3rd, 1999 


Dynamo, Kyiv 


Shakhtar, Donetsk 


Karpaty, Lviv 


Kryvbas, Kryviy Rih 
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FC Zirka, Kirovohrad 
Tavria, Simferopil 
Metalurh, Zaporizhia 
Metalurh, Donetsk 

Nyva, Ternopil 

Vorskla, Poltava 

Dnipro, Dnipropetrovsk 
Prykarpatya, Ivano-Frankivsk 
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Prosecutor General targets energy 


(JF Monitor)—On a request from President Leonid 
Kuchma, the Ukrainian Prosecutor General’s Office has 
launched a massive attack against misappropriations 
in Ukraine’s most lucrative industry — energy. 

Speaking at a press conference on April 21, Deputy 
Prosecutor General Olha Kolinko unveiled the scale of 
corruption: Over 360 criminal cases have been insti- 
tuted against electricity officials and managers for em- 
bezzlement of state funds; some 167 million hryvnias 
(C$62 million) of the stolen money has recently been 
“voluntarily returned” to the state. 

Kuchma began his “sweep” of the energy industry 
in February by sacking First Deputy Premier Anatoliy 
Holubchenko, who had supervised the energy sector, 
and replacing Energy Minister Oleksy Sheberstov with 
Ivan Plachkov. On April 17, Kuchma fired both two 
deputy energy ministers for abuse of power and the 
chairman of the commission for regulation of electric 
energy, Zynovy Butsyo, “‘for serious flaws [in proce- 
dure].” Several lower-level officials have been also 
fired. They are now under investigation. 

The prosecution demands both canceling earlier sales 
of stakes in regional power distribution companies for 
alleged gross legal violations in the privatization pro- 
cess, and revoking the government decision to allow 
the Ukrainian Credit Bank (UCB) temporarily manage 
three of the companies. The UCB, incidentally, is a part 
of the financial empire of Hryhoriy Surkis, one of 


(Eastern Economist)—The joint supervisory com- 
mittee to monitor the Cooperation Protocol between 
NaftoGaz Ukrainy and Shell International Gas Ltd. 
has stated that cooperation between the two is enter- 
ing into a new important phase. 

The goal of the Apr. 28 meeting was to sum up 
results of their joint work based on the cooperation 
protocol signed Feb. 16, 1998. The meeting stated 
that appraisal has been made of the technical and 
financial requirements for upgrading and improving 
business. Accounting reports have also been checked 
by Price Waterhouse Coopers, and future appraisal 
methods have been agreed on, it was announced at 


Shell enters new phase with NaftoGaz 


Ukraine’s “oligarchs” considered a member of 
Kuchma’s inner circle. Last year, the cash-strapped 
government rather hastily sold large stakes in several 
of Ukraine’s 27 regional power companies—ostensi- 
bly to be able to pay mounting wage and pension ar- 
rears. Those companies enjoy a monopoly on electric- 
ity supplies in their respective regions, and are thus 
considered among Ukraine’s most attractive properties. 
A large portion of the shares apparently ended up in 
several.murky off-shore firms. 

The situation in the energy sector is exacerbated by 
the mass failure of cash-strapped consumers to pay 
debts for electricity, which have exceeded 5 billion 
hryvnias (C$1.84 billion). Since April 1, the govern- 
ment has cut electricity to several thousand enterprises 
in what has proved to be a largely vain attempt to off- 
set the debt. Energy Minister Ivan Plachkoy noted ге- 
cently that a total of 870 government law suits have 
been initiated on the basis of that debt. Problems within 
the energy sector remain one of the most disputed is- 
sues in Ukraine’s relations with the International Mon- 
etary Fund, and were cited as part of the Fund’s basis 
for suspending the Extended Fund Facility program to 
Ukraine last autumn. 


the meeting. 

Shell said that a basis exists for preparing an in- 
vestment bid. It will take some four months for Shell 
to prepare the bid and find partners. Shell represen- 
tatives confirmed that they may cover the investment, 
provided the State Property Fund offers a 40-year 
concession, its price specified by a long-term gas 
transit agreement and tax commitments. 

The meeting signed a joint statement on comple- 
tion of work under the cooperation protocol, and a 
resolution outlining work to be done during the next 
four months. The next meeting has been scheduled 
for Dec. 1999. 


Big Mac celebrates second birthday 
Fourth largest foreign investor in Ukraine 


(Eastern Economist)—McDonald’s Ukraine cel- 
ebrated its second anniversary by introducing the 
McChicken sandwich Apr. 29. 

“During the two-year activity of McDonald’s in 
Ukraine, the company opened 20 restaurants, with over 


12 million visitors,” said Petro Hnatiuk, public rela- 
tions director of McDonald’s. 

In 1998, McDonald’s invested US$12 million into 
developing their infrastructure of restaurants, which 
placed the company fourth among foreign investors in 
Ukraine, said Hnatiuk. He added that in 1998 the com- 


pany paid Hr 11 million in tax, five times more then in 
1997. 

McDonald’s’ strategic priority is support for domes- 
tic producers, continued Hnatiuk. All contractor com- 
panies involved in constructing new restaurants are 
Ukrainian. The company also receives lettuce, cucum- 
bers and milk mixes from Ukrainian suppliers, stated 
Hnatiuk. 

This year, McDonald’s plans to open 15 new restau- 
rants in nine cities. Investment allocated for these pur- 
poses totals US$15 million. 


Hilton Hotel contract finally signed 


(Eastern Economist)—Hilton International, 
Teatralniy Hotel and Kyiv City State Administration 
signed Apr. 29 a contract for construction of a five-star 
Hilton hotel in Kyiv based on the current Teatralniy 
hotel. 

The four-year legal dispute over ownership of the 
hotel was resolved in the following way: shares in the 
hotel will be split between KCSA Real Estate Depart- 


Military plant 
switches to harvesters 


(Eastern Economist)—The state-owned 
Malyshey Plant, famous for its military technolo- 
gies, has begun production of Bizon BS-Z 110 har- 
vesters. 

The production line was established via a con- 
tract with the international New Holland corpora- 


tion for joint manufacture of grain harvester equip- 
ment. 


A representative of the plant stated that produc- 
tion of 13 harvesters is planned before the harvest- 
ing season gets underway later this year. 

Currently only 15 percent of the harvester’s com- 
ponents are made in Ukraine, but by 2003 all of 
the machine’s parts are to be manufactured domes- 
tically. Planned annual production capacity is 2,000 
units. 


ment, Nigma company, Hilton International and an 
American real estate investment fund. 

“Total project costs will be US $60 million, 50 per- 
cent of which are to be financed from the capital of 
JSC Hotel Teatralniy, and the other half from loans,” 
said Valeriy Mishenko, President of Hotel Teatralniy. 

“Hilton is to invest US$5 million,” Clive Hillier, 
Hilton’s Vice-President for Corporate Development — 
Eastern Europe added. He said that construction should 
be finished by the end of 2000, with the project ex- 
pected to show a profit extremely quickly, since it will 
be the only hotel of its class in Ukraine. 


Inflation target 
on course 


(Eastern Economist)—According to projections the 
rate of inflation is estimated at 2.4 percent for April 
and will be 3.9 percent in May, Deputy Economic Min- 
ister Viktor Kalnyk announced to an Apr. 22 briefing. 

The estimates take into count the price rise for gas 
and electricity in April and on utilities in May. There- 
fore, he commented, it is quite realistic to keep within 
the predicted 19.1 percent annual rate of inflation for 
1999, 


Kalnyk also announced that in the first quarter the 


consumer price index was 3.5 percent, and wholesale 
price index was 2.4 percent, which is better than the 
figures for respective indexes registered in Russia and 
Belarus. 


15 


McCain set to invest 


(Eastern Economist)—The McCain company of Canada is ready 
to invest in a plant currently under construction near the town of Mena 
in the Chernihiv region to process potatoes into frozen chips. 

ZAO InterAgroSystema, which is carrying out construction works, 
needs another US$5 million in finance to complete construction, said 
Serhiy Yukhymenko, ZAO IAS director Apr. 28. 

McCain runs 55 enterprises of this kind the world over, and has 
already invested US $1 million into ZAO InterAgroSystema in the 
form of loans and equipment. 

Last year the enterprise took on the lease of 500 hectares of arable 
land to grow 20,000 tons of potatoes. 


Business Briefs 


Kharkiv to initiate US promotion 

(Eastern Economist)—The Ukrainian-American project Kharkiv Ini- 
tiative will be presented in three American cities in July to propose a 
dozen investment projects, it was reported Apr. 29. If successful, the 
American government will test this model in other regions of Ukraine. 
So far, the Kharkiv Initiative has attracted the attention of Israeli busi- 
nessmen and several European countries. 


GDP drops 5% 


(RFE/RL)—The State Committee for Statistics reported on April 28 
that Ukraine’s GDP decreased by 4.8 percent in the first quarter of 
this year, compared with the same period in 1998. Industrial produc- 
tion was down 2 percent. Agricultural output among private farms 
increased by 2.4 percent, but owing to the poor performance of state- 
run farms, the increase in total agricultural production was only 0.5 
percent. 


Unemployment highest in the west 
(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine has 1.26 million people officially clas- 
sified as unemployed, 1.5 times up on the same period last year, the 
State Employment Service announced Apr. 21. As of Apr.1, 4.04 per- 
cent of the workforce are unemployed with the highest rates to be 
found in western regions, where the percentage ranges from 5.87 per- 
cent to 7.60 percent. The average person per vacancy ratio is 26. 
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NDP leader to quit 


(JF Monitor)}—On April 23, the political as the leader of the NDP — and may leave 
council of Ukraine’s People’s Democratic _ the party altogether if the congress scheduled 
Party (NDP) voted — as expected —torec- to take place next month supports the 
ommend that the party congress in May back council’s decision and nominates Kuchma. 
President Leonid Kuchma in the presidential It is now clear that Matvienko’s opposition 
elections in October. to Kuchma’s nomination will hardly be shared 

This decision was supported by 75 out of Бу the majority of the party, which was сге- 
the 100 members of the council, NDP’s gov- ated three years ago to support Kuchma and 
erning body between the congresses. The consists largely of the officials who owe their 
party chairman, Anatoliy Matvienko, and his _ state posts to him. 
first deputy, Volodymyr Filenko — who have The NDP will most probably elect a new 
long argued that the NDP should support a leader in May or split into two unequal parts. 
different, more democratic and free market- The larger of these would have much to lose 
oriented leader — were among those 14mem- if Kuchma loses the elections. The other 
bers of the council who voted against sup- would opt for a different nonleftist candidate. 
porting Kuchma. It is not yet clear whose nomination 

Matvienko said that he will definitely quit _Matvienko’s followers are going to support. 
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UKRAINIAN DANCE FESTIVAL 


presented by... 
Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble Society 


Saturday, May 29, 1999 


Sherwood Park Arena/Sports Centre 
www.vohon.com 


Celebration of Ukraine Dinner, Dance and Show 


¢ Double band stand - Trubka and UB 6 p.m.-2 a.m. 
- VOHON Ukrainian Dance Ensemble plus... Calgary Fiddlers, 
Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Ballet Ensemble, Dansation, 
Ukrainian Bilingual Schools and Italian Appennini 
Adults - $24.50/person, 12 years & under - $15.00/person 
Dance ticket only - $12.00/person (only 100 dance tickets available) 


Feature Attractions 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


¢ Dance Exposition with over 1,000 Ukrainian Dancers 
e Ukrainian Craft Sale and Farmer's Market 
e FREE pancake breakfast 8:30 - 10 a.m. 

(For first 200 paid adult admission only) 
¢ Plus... experience a taste of the Kyiv Kitchen 
e Enjoy Kinder Kraine preschool playground 
Admission: $3/person under 5 years FREE 


US open to peacekeeping Tarasyuk tours S. America 

(Eastern Economist)—US State Depart- (RFE/RL)—Borys Tarasyuk on April 26 
ment Spokesperson James Rubin said May began an official tour of Venezuela, Brazil, 
4 that the US is open to the idea of Ukrai- Argentina, Chile, and Peru, UNIAN re- 
nian troops participating in any peace-keep- ported. On arriving in Caracas, Tarasyuk 
ing force in Kosovo, provided that NATO said that Latin America is not “terra incog- 


forms the core of that force. “We strongly _._,, nae 3 ; 
value Ukraine’s participation in Bosnia and Er Urea RIG: ро Hey: ‘Tatasyuk 
argued that the region is an important mar- 


would welcome Ukraine’s participation in В 4 
a Kosovo international security force,” he ‘et for Ukrainian products and that Ukraine 


commented. should actively develop contacts with Latin 


American countries. Tarasyuk is accompa- 


Ear thquake r egistered nied by a group of Ukrainian businessmen. 
(Eastern Economist)—An earthquake mea- 


suring 5 to 6 points on the Richter scale Ш"Ккуаіпе grants air space 
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